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Touchdown Tommie 
ISBN: 1-887002-83-9 


A very private person of few words, Frazier speaks out for the first time to answer 
questions people have long asked. Follow along in Touchdown Tommie as Frazier 
blends an interesting mix of off-the-field and on-the-field stories about triumph 

days in the hospital to his relationship with Tom Osborne, 


and tragedy, from lon 
the story behind one of Nebraska's most intriguing legends, 


out the rest o} 


and fin 


Tommie Frazier. 


On Solid Ground 


266 page - Hardback 
ISBN: 0-964899-21-3 
Price $49.95 


This Collector's Edition of Coach 
Osborne's best-selling book is signed 
and numbered. Only a few hundred are 
still available. Journey through the 
exciting, yet grueling, 1995 national 
championship season. While On Solid 
Ground captures the drama of 
competition, it also brings into sharp 
focus Tom's faith and personal philosophy 


on life. 
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Football 101 - Husker Style 
ISBN: 1-887002-86-3 
158 page - Paperback 


Wistrom & Peter: Heart & Soul 
192 page - Hardback 
ISBN: 0-9648992-3-X 
Price $10.95 Price $19.95 
Longtime Nebraska football assistant 
coach George Darlington helps any fan 
understand football better — especially 
a Husker fan. Football 101 is illustrated 
by well-known cartoonist, Paul Fell. It 
rovides insight and guidance for all 
inds of football fans. Anyone can 
become an armchair quarterback 


College football coaches, players, 
fans and media alike regard former 
Nebraska football defensive stars Jason 
Peter and Grant Wistrom as two of the 
most determined and talented players 
nationwide. All-American’s Peter and 
Wistrom shared their dream of retuming 
Nebraska football to perfection and 


through Football 101. the national championship in 1997. 
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Roar of Silence 


ISBN: 1-887002-85-5 Price $19.95 


His world is one without sound. But Kenny Walker made his own noise 
through his actions growing up in Texas and Colorado. Deaf since suffering 
meningitis at age 2, Kenny went on to become an All-American at the 
University of Nebraska before playing five years of professional football. 
falker has led a life that is a shining example to both those with 


disabilities and those without. 


138 pages - Hardback 
ISBN: 1-887002-01-4 
Price $12.95 


Longtime assistant football Coach Ron 
Brown’s best-selling book is available 
in this special hardback edition signed 
by him. If you‘re a Big Red football 
fan-get ready. You're about to look at 
life through the eyes of a former athlete 
and current Husker coach. Even if 
you're not a football fan, you'll enjoy 
reading about Ron's experiences. 


317 West 2nd Street 
Grand Island, NE 68801 
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Men’s Basketball Preview 
Who's the man in 1998-99? There isn’t one... 
there’s a team. 
By Mike Babcock 


A Matter Of Perception 
He's viewed by some as aloof — a typical New 
Yorker. He’s even been called a used car salesman. 
In reality, he’s none of these things; just a basketball 
coach trying to win over a football hungry state. 
By Mike Babcock 


The review of the lowa State game and the pre- 
view of Kansas State will mail on Nov. 9. 
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Right Player, Wrong Position 
How come the Nebraska coaches 
didn’t leave Bobby Newcombe at wing- 
back? He is a guy who makes things hap- 
pen when he touches the 
ball. We need him over 
there more this year. As 
long as Newcombe plays 
quarterback, his talent is 
wasted. What would 
have happened if the 
coaches had put Johnny 
Rodgers at quarterback 
instead of wingback, the 
position he is famous for 
playing? I’m not a know- 
everything armchair 
quarterback, but it just 


makes sense to me. 
Mike Behmer 
Hasting, Neb. 


New Jersey Lovebirds 

Being a 29-year-old from central New 
Jersey, I can’t recall how or why I became 
a Big Red fan, but it’s all I can remember. 
I went to both Big 12 championship 
games and the 1998 Orange Bowl, but I’ve 
never been to Lincoln. With my birthday 
coming up, my fiancee, Kim, gave me an 
early present: Nebraska vs. Washington! 
Finally getting into Memorial Stadium 
and being a part of that sea of red I had 
seen pictured so many times was a 
tremendous thrill. Walking onto Tom 
Osborne Field after the game and having 
our picture taken (Thank you, Boy Scout 
usher!) made it a truly fantastic trip. We 
had a great time, and you folks from 
Nebraska are some of the best we’ve ever 


met. Thanks so much. 
Jim Stewart 
Old Bridge, N.J. 


Jim Stewart and his fiancee, Kim, trav- 
eled from New Jersey to experience 
Husker football at Memorial Stadium. 


TEXAS PREVIEW 


Football, Not Politics 

I continue to enjoy Huskers Illustrated. 
However, please stop asking these guys 
what they think of the Ken Starr investi- 
gation (“10 Questions”). 
They are football players, 


not political pundits. 
Chris Henderson 
via E-mail 


lama displaced 
Husker fan living right in 
the middle of Big 10 terri- 
tory in Columbus, Ohio. 
That's right, just down the 
street from good old Ohio 
State University. Believe 
me, I’m really upset that 
Nebraska lost to Texas 
A&M, because I thought 
that this was the year 
Nebraska would shut all these OSU fans 
up by whipping them in the Fiesta Bowl. 
I know a lot of things could still happen, 
but it’s not looking good at this point. 

[hate to say this, but I think OSU 
might have a better football team this 
year. The past few years both teams have 
had excellent talent, but I always felt the 
Cornhuskers played harder and more 
physical than the Buckeyes. They just 
seemed to want to win more than the 
Buckeyes. That’s what has me worried 
about this year’s team. Not that they lost 
or had a close game here or there, but 
because the intensity on both sides of the 
ball seems to be lacking. On offense I 
don’t see any linemen making any pan- 
cake blocks or shoving defenders 8 to 10 
yards off the ball. Why do the running 
backs go down after just one hit and seem 
to be afraid to take the ball into the interi- 
or of the defense? The defensive line and 
linebackers seem to get pushed around 
every game. Last but not least is the sec- 
ondary, which gets burned consistently 
on third-and-long plays. Let them catch 
the ball in front of the first down marker 
for a change. I know this may seem like 
I’m slamming my team, but I just want 
them to play harder so I can always be 


proud I’ma Husker fan, win or lose. 
Cole Staten 
Columbus, Ohio 


Got Something To Say? 


Please send your comments and questions to: 
Letters, P.O. Box 83222, Lincoln, Neb. 68501. Or 
fax them to us at (972) 851-1720. We reserve the 
right to edit the letters for clarity, content and 
length. For those with electronic mail abilities, 
huskersedit @sportscom.com. 
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Dealing With 
Road Rage 


Away games haven't been quite so special for either the team 
or a certain columnist. lowa State may be just the cure both need 


ORDINARILY, I would have checked a 
map. But the desk clerk at the motel in 
Austin, Texas, didn’t hesitate when giving 
the directions. Just head west on Highway 
290 she said. 

And she did say west. I have a witness. 

Our destination was College Station, 
Texas, and the Nebraska-Texas A&M game. 

If you're not familiar with Texas, College 
Station is 100 or so miles east of Austin, 
which we discovered after about two hours of driving west 
on Highway 290. 

We got as far as Fredericksburg, Texas, before turning 
around. 

The good thing is, we left Austin a little 
after 7 a.m., so we reached Kyle Field a 
couple of hours before kickoff. The bad 
thing is, what should have been less than a 
two-hour drive took five hours. 

“The way things are going, Nebraska 
will probably lose,” my associate said as 
we walked from the press will call win- 
dow, where there was a minor mix-up 
with our credentials, to the stadium. 

He was right. The Cornhuskers went 
the wrong direction as well. 

After returning to Lincoln, I vowed the 
next road trip would be different. 

Although Nebraska managed to win the 
previous week against Oklahoma State at 
Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City, the 
road trip was no less trying, despite being 
considerably shorter. 

The traffic was so heavy heading south 
on Interstate 435 that it took about three hours to go the last 
three miles. It looked like the road to Woodstock. Rather 
than risk missing the opening kickoff, many people simply 
got out of their cars and walked down the interstate to the 
stadium. 

Someone (who drew the short straw) had to remain with 
the cars, of course, and eventually drive them to the stadi- 
um parking lots. 

My passengers from the Lincoln Journal Star and I all 
remained with our rental car. I missed the opening kickoff 
and about two minutes of the game while parking the car. 

After returning to Lincoln, I vowed the next road trip 
would be different. 

Nebraska's first road trip this season was to Berkeley, 
Calif., to play California. I planned to arrive early to avoid 
the traffic, which was bound to be heavy because of the 
number of Cornhusker fans making the trip west — atten- 


Mike 
BABCOCK 
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Tom Osborne treated every 
opponent as if it were a national 
title contender, Solich has 
followed his lead. 


dance at the game was about double what it usually is. 

I left Interstate 80 west at the University Avenue exit 
about three hours before kickoff. 

California’s scenic Memorial Stadium is maybe five miles 
from that exit — at the most. I got to the press box about a 
half-hour before kickoff after sitting in bumper-to-bumper 
traffic in less-than-scenic downtown Berkeley and leaving 
my rental car double-parked on a residential street. 

After returning to Lincoln, I vowed the next road trip 
would be different. 

My road experiences on behalf of Huskers Illustrated 
this season have been interesting, should I say? I haven’t 
recounted them here because of any thoughts that you 

osu would, or should, care. 

Those are the minor discomforts of an 
otherwise great job. 

Ordinarily, I try not to intrude in what I 
write. In this case, however, my misadven- 
tures on the road have been a kind of 
metaphor for Nebraska’s experiences away 
from home this season. The Cornhuskers 
not only lost at Texas A&M, they struggled 
against Oklahoma State in Kansas City, 
and they didn’t exactly overwhelm 
California, 

Now, after three weeks at home, 
Nebraska is going back on the road to play 
Towa State. 

It will be brutally cold in Ames, which 
seems to be the coldest place in the conti- 
nental United States, Although I’ve never 
been there in the summer, it’s probably 
cold even then. 

Other than the potential for frostbite, 
having to endure arctic cold and gas-line freeze, the trip to 
Iowa State shouldn't be a problem. What happened at Ames 
in 1992 isn’t going to be repeated. 

That's assuming Nebraska isn’t looking ahead to next 
week's trip to Kansas State. 

In that sense, this is yet another test for first-year head 
coach Frank Solich. Can he keep the Cornhuskers focused 
on Iowa State when the Wildcats await? 

Nebraska lost only once to an opponent that finished 
with a losing record during Tom Osborne’s 25 seasons as 
head coach, dramatic evidence of his one-game-at-a-time 
approach. Solich has followed his lead. 

That's why he will say kind things about the Cyclones 
this week. Nebraska will be well-prepared. 

As for me, I've been to Ames, so I know I’ve got to go 
east on Interstate 80 and then north on Interstate 35. 

This time, I intend to get it right. Then I'll worry about 
getting to Manhattan, Kan. 
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Predictions, prospects and parity get 
tossed around like jump balls, but is 
there really any truth to the rumor that 
Nebraska can contend? 


f you’re looking to feel good about the 
prospects for the Nebraska men’s basketball 
season, you might consider buying a copy of 
Lindy’s 1998-99 college basketball annual. ¢ 
Although Lindy’s predicts the Cornhuskers will 
do no better than a fifth-place finish in the Big 
12, it does project them to at least make the 
NCAA Tournament field. 


Nebraska is included 
among the first-round-exit 
teams, however, which isn’t 
likely to make Cornhusker 
fans happy, much less 13th- 
year coach Danny Nee and 
his players. 

Nevertheless, on balance, 
Lindy’s is easily the most 
complimentary of the pre- 
season annuals, noting: 
“The Huskers boast the best 
player in the conference and 
a superb coach.” 

The player is senior cen- 
ter Venson Hamilton, 
whom the magazine 
includes on its All-Big 12 
first team and picks as the 
conference’s best rebound- 
er, best defender and best 
NBA prospect. 

In contrast, The Sporting 
News annual identifies 
Hamilton as the Big 12’s 
“most overrated player,” 
and doesn’t include him on 
its first or second all-confer- 
ence teams. Go figure. 

The Sporting News also 
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predicts a seventh-place Big 
12 finish for Nebraska. 
Athlon Sports has the same 
opinion of the Cornhuskers’ 
finish, but includes 
Hamilton on its all-confer- 
ence first team, as does 
Street & Smith's, which 
ranks Nebraska as the Big 
12's fifth-best team. 

Nee agrees with the con- 
sensus of opinion about 
Hamilton’s potential. But 
he’s more optimistic about 
the Cornhuskers’ chances in 
the conference, and perhaps 
nationally. 

In order to compete at a 
high level, “with guys going 
to the NBA (early), you 
don’t have to have an All- 
Big 12 team,” he said. There 
are a handful of “great 
teams, but the rest of us, the 
other 290 after that top 
group, you can shake ‘em 
up, and on a given night, 
they can beat anybody. 

“Tf you tell me my team’s 
on its ‘A’ game, other than a 


couple of teams, we could 
probably play and look like 
a competitive team and beat 
the rest of (those) in the top 
10; if we’re on our ‘A’ game. 
Now if we’re on our ‘C’ 
game and they’re on their 
‘A’ game, we get our butts 
kicked.” 

If the Cornhuskers are 
playing at what Nee consid- 
ers their “A” level in the Big 
12, at the Bob Devaney 
Sports Center, they should 
be able to beat anyone, 
including conference pre- 
season favorites Kansas and 
Oklahoma State. The 
Jayhawks come to Lincoln 
on Jan. 27, the Cowboys on 
Feb. 17. 

“If you don’t play two 
halves against us and you’re 


Depending which 

preseason magazine’s 
predictions Huskers fans 
believe, Danny Nee’s team 
is a middle of the Big 12 
squad with the best NBA 
prospect (or most overrated) 
in Venson Hamilton. 


in our building, we'll beat 
you,” Nee said. “Not by a 
lot, but we're going to beat 
you. And that’s going to 
give us a chance. We want 
to be in contention at the 
end of the year. Our goal is 
to win the Big 12. But it’s 
hard. It starts in the North 
Division.” 

And success in the North 
Division means winning 
against Kansas, something 
Nebraska last accomplished 
in 1994, The Cornhuskers 
lost to the Jayhawks three 
times last season — 96-76 at 
Lawrence, 82-71 at the 
Devaney Sports Center and 
91-59 in the Big 12 
Tournament. 

Nebraska finished with a 
10-6 conference record, 


including 6-2 at home. 

“We lost to Kansas State 
twice and we lost to Kansas 
twice, so we very easily 
could have had 12 (confer- 
ence) wins if things had fall- 
en right,” said Nee. “But it 
still wouldn’t have been 
enough because Kansas lost 
only one (conference) game. 
Kansas basketball is a lot 
like Nebraska football. 

“Until you beat the top 
dog, nothing else is going to 
happen. And after you beat 
the top dog, you've got to 
have consistency. You’ve 
got to win on the road, and 
you've got to win a large 
percentage of your home 
games. We've done a decent 
job of controlling our home 
court, not a great job, a 
decent job.” 

With players leaving 
early for the NBA — the 
Jayhawks’ Paul Pierce, a 
consensus All-American last 


season, bypassed his senior 
season, as did Nebraska's 
Tyronn Lue — the differ- 
ences between the confer- 
ence’s top and bottom 
teams is considerably less 
significant. 

“The word is used a lot, 
but I really think there’s 
parity,” said Nee. “The Big 
12 is a very solid conference 
in basketball. It really is, 
from top to bottom, good 
basketball.” 

In that sense, being pre- 
dicted to finish in the mid- 
dle isn’t all bad. 

Besides, preseason pre- 
dictions shouldn’t be taken 
too seriously anyway, 
which is how Hamilton 
responded to The Sporting 
News slight. “I don’t know 
how I can be the most over- 
rated when I didn’t even 
know I was rated in the first 
place,” he told the Omaha 
World-Herald. @ 


“There are people out there who have studied it a lot 
more than | have, who know a lot more about it than | do. 
But | think it’s as fair of a system as you can have right now. 
So it'll play itself out.” 

— Frank Solich on the Bowl Championship Series rating sys- 
tem 


“You always go in with your 
game plan. But you've got to be 
ready to make adjustments, and 
that’s basically what we've tried to 
do throughout the course of the 
year. 

“\f we weren't able to get much 
done on the ground, we have 
thrown the ball more than what 
we've thrown in the past. It's all a 
matter of trying to do what it takes 
to get points on the board. 

“| think you'd better run some- 
what of a multiple scheme, a multi- 
ple approach. But when you lay out 
a game plan, you lay it out in terms 
of what you think you can do. Then you've just got to be 
ready to adjust your game plan as the game goes along.” 

— Solich on offensive game plans 


“I'm from Hartington Cedar Catholic. It’s a dream for 
every kid in Nebraska to try and make it here. | always 
thought | could do it. | still can’t believe it all, though.” 

— Sophomore offensive guard Russ Hochstein, who has 
worked his way into the regular rotation 


“We'll have a point guard that plays a little more defense. 
He took some vacations. 

“Lue's defensive vacations were unavoidable. It’s not 
possible to play 40 minutes at both ends. And Lue rarely got 
a rest.” 

— Senior basketball player Andy Markowski on the impact 
of the departure of Tyronn Lue to the NBA 


What's Happening In Nebraska Athletics? 


ROLE MODEL 

Sophomore |-back Dan Alexander has seen a little more 
action because of sophomore DeAngelo Evans’ injury prob- 
lems. Even though he hasn’t played as much as he would 
like, however, “he’s had a tremendous attitude,” said coach 
Frank Solich. “It's not been easy for Dan. 

“It's not easy for anybody who gets listed as either a sec- 
ond-team or third-team guy when he wants to be the No. 1 
guy. But when you have guys who are able to come out to 
practice every day and give a tremendous effort in practice, 
keep a great attitude and be more team-conscious than con- 
scious of any individual awards or fame, you've got a player 
who's really going to contribute. 

The 6-foot tall, 250-pound Alexander is “a slashing type of 
runner with excellent speed,” Solich said. “He picks up yards 
after contact that many, many backs will not get.” 


NOT LIVING IN THE PAST 

Senior wingback Shevin Wiggins and sophomore split 
end Matt Davison were in demand by reporters the week 
before the Missouri game. The reason? The pass reception 
on which they combined on the final play of regulation in last 
season's 45-38 overtime victory at Missouri. 

Wiggins, the intended receiver, kicked the pass thrown by 
quarterback Scott Frost and Davison made the diving catch. 
“That play is behind me. It’s over and done with,” Wiggins 
said. 

“I'm more interested in what's going to happen in the 
future.” 

Even so, the subject did come up during the Cornhuskers’ 
final offensive series at the end of their 28-21 loss at Texas 
A&M this season. “We were between plays,” said Wiggins. 

“| whispered to Matt: ‘If we get to the end zone this time, 
I'm not kicking the ball to you.’ “ 

The two laughed about it, Wiggins said. 

Unfortunately for Nebraska, there was no opportunity to 
repeat the play. 


PETERSON BIDS ADIEU 

Junior cornerback Jerome Peterson quit the team the 
week before the Missouri game. 

“He’s looking to go somewhere else 
to finish off his last year, somewhere 
he can play a significant role,” Solich 
said. “He just wants to go somewhere 
where he can be a starter.” 

The 5-7, 185-pound Peterson, from 
Port Allen, La., played primarily on special 
teams this season. He started the first three 
games at left cornerback last season, and was 
listed as the No. 3 right cornerback, behind 
Ralph Brown and Khari Reynolds, when he 
decided to quit. 


LONDON SIDELINED 
Junior wingback Frankie London will be out until 
at least next spring after undergoing surgery to 
repair his fractured left tibia. A rod was inserted 
into his leg, which London injured in the 
Cornhuskers’ 41-0 victory over Kansas. 

The initial estimate was that London would be 
unable to practice for at least six months. 

Redshirt freshman quarterback Eric Crouch 
took over the responsibility of holding for field- 
goal and extra-point attempts. Sophomore John 
Gibson was moved from 
split end back to wingback 
to compensate for the loss 
of London. 

“Losing Frankie London 
was costly,” Solich said. 


Frankie 
London 
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BALLQUBE’INC 
FOOTBALL 8 
MIN/-FOOTBALL 
HOLDERS 


1 HOLDER $27.95 
2-3 HOLDERS $25.00 Ea. 
1 CASE (6 HOLDERS) $22.50 Ea. 


To ORDER By PHONE: 
1-800-543-1470 
8 A.M. TO 5 P.M. C.S.T. 
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OR FAX ANYTIME 903-863-5571 
Rr 2, Box 190 
CUSHING, TX 75760 
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manufacturing holders for Sports 
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All our products are designed and 
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Football Holders + Helmet Holders 
* Mini-Helmet Holders + Basketball 
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* Baseball Holders « Bat Holders 
* Hat Holders ¢ Softball Holders 
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Notes And Quotes From Around The League 


BLAKE IN DENIAL? 

After losing five in a row, Oklahoma coach John Blake is on the firing line. 
Judging by the comments Blake made the week of the Bedlam Battle between the 
Sooners and Oklahoma State, that fact doesn’t concern him. 

“I'm not concerned about my job status,” Blake said. “The thing I’m con- 
cerned about is trying to get a win for our kids and our 
fans who have been very loyal and supportive. All of this 
criticism is making me stronger. But I’m not worried about 
the job status.” 

Those loyal and supportive fans have jumped off the 
Blake Bandwagon in droves the past few weeks. They 
include influential boosters and some regents who expect 
Blake to produce the second half of the season or he can 
clean out in his office after the Nov. 21 season finale 
against Texas Tech. 

Football savvy OU fans are ready for a change at the 
top. They are tired of the mistakes and costly penalties 
that have hurt the Sooners. Blake defended himself with 
the explanation that every team — college and profession- 
al — commits penalties. 

“We've been an organized football team all year, but 
we're not going to get that type of credit right now,” Blake 
said. “Those penalties are coming all over the field, even 
in the NFL. And | think those (NFL) guys are organized. 

One thing they (critics) can not say is that we don’t 
play hard every week.” 

Message to John Blake: Those loyal fans are tired of 
the excuses and are ready to see results on the field. Or, 
as the late, great singer Roy Orbison said: “It’s over, it’s 
over, it’s over”... 


TURNING DOWN THE HEAT 

Rick Neuheisel is one Big 12 Conference coach who 
moved his fanny to a cooler location with Colorado’s 6-1 
start. When given the opportunity, Neuheisel declined to 
fire back at the critics who took shots at him a year ago 
when the Buffs slipped to 5-6. 

“Being a head coach anyplace is like being in the stock 
market,” Neuheisel said. “You're going to get sold at over earnings, and you'll 
plummet for reasons that may have nothing to do with what you're doing. 

“I'm not in the business of patting myself on the back. You can get tired doing 
that. I’m moving forward. People are going to have their opinions of me.” 


SHORT SHOTS 

+ Neuheisel acknowledged that Colorado's conservative ball-control approach 
this season has been difficult for him to accept. “It’s like weaning someone from 
an addiction,” he said. “I like to throw the ball and have it be wide-open and keep 
going for the jugular. It’s different for me to take the air out of the ball and bleed 
the clock. | want to come racing down the field. That's what | love. That’s what 
I've coached.” 

+ Colorado's first three wins in the Big 12 were all by two-points — Texas Tech, 
19-17; Baylor, 18-16; and Oklahoma, 27-25. “The way it goes down (in the record 
book) is that they all count,” Neuheisel said. “There certainly is good fortune 
involved, but there has also been some good play involved. We aren’t giving any 
of them back.” 

* Count Texas A&M coach R.C. Slocum among those who shake their heads 
every week when they read the national polls. And Slocum has a reason — his 
Aggies were ranked behind Nebraska after they defeated the Cornhuskers, 28-21. 
“It's probably because of what Nebraska’s done over a long period of time, and 
just the general respect they have earned,” 

Slocum said. “I never have been able to figure out the polls exactly. So | don’t 
worry about it.” 

* Colorado defensive end Nick Ziegler looks forward to the Buffs’ road games. 
“You go to places like Missouri and Kansas — they don’t have anything better to 
do. It’s flat and cold. There’s nothing going on besides football. The fans at those 
places love their football. They love their team, and they hate you. That makes it 
fun. It motivates you.” 

- After Texas Tech suffered its first loss of the season at Colorado, Red 
Raiders’ defensive end Montae Reagor said it: “Everyone loses. Nebraska lost. 
What are they going to do? Are they going to die?” — Dave Sittler 


Despite suffering a 
loss to Colorado, 
Texas Tech (the 
surprise team out of 
the South Division) 
and Montae Reagor 
are not ready to die. 


Supporting the Nebraska Huskers. 


(Conoco) 


A New Queen 
Of The Court 


Nebraska's recent dominance on the volleyball court with 
home-grown talent proves the sport is not just a west coast thing 


GIVEN ITS reputation as a west coast sport, 
one would think that volleyball was invent- 
ed in a gym or on a beach somewhere in 
sunny southern California. Nothing could 
be further from the truth, since the actual 
birthplace of volleyball couldn’t be farther 
from California. Believe it or not, it’s 
Amherst, Mass., which, by the way, was the 
site of the 1995 NCAA Division I 
Championships. 

Amherst holds a special place in Husker history because 
it was there that Nebraska won its first 
national title with a victory against Texas 
in the championship match. That national 
title match had historical significance 
because it was the first between two non- 
west coast teams. 

It won't be long before that happens 
again. 

Throughout the decade of the 1990s, the 
sport of volleyball has seen a wave of 
increased competitiveness sweep the 
nation from coast to coast. The 1998 season 
is evidence of that. Heading into 
November, the top three spots in the 
American Volleyball Coaches Association 
poll belonged to, from west to east: Long 
Beach State, Nebraska and Penn State. 

Nebraska had been ranked third for 
several weeks. It’s an impressive ranking 
for an impressive team, one that has an 
excellent shot at winning another national 
championship. Terry Pettit’s squad is solid 
at every position. It has depth, experience, 
leadership and a team chemistry that is 
unmistakable and unshakable. 

But one of the more eye-catching aspects of the 1998 edi- 
tion of Nebraska Volleyball is its roster. Of the 15 players 
who make up the team, 10 hail from within the borders of 
the Cornhusker State. Three others are from neighboring 
Iowa, with Hawaii and Wisconsin also represented. It's a 
group that, if nothing else, proves the west coast is no 
longer queen of the court. 

Bill Feldman, the director of Midwest Scouting in 
Chicago, says that while California, Illinois and Indiana pro- 
duce more NCAA Division I volleyball talent overall, 
Nebraska, given its population base of 1.6 million, is right at 
the top. “If you could calculate per capita the quality of vol- 
leyball being played nationwide and the number of players 
who get scholarships, I'd say Nebraska figures to be No. 1,” 
Feldman said. “More and more college coaches are starting 
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Terry Pettit has built one of the 
nation’s premier programs with 
local, in-state kids who were well- 
trained before they arrived at the 
University of Nebraska. 


to appreciate the quality of Nebraska’s talent, but many still 
don’t realize how many high-quality players there are.” 

One coach who knows is Pettit. Now in his 22nd season 
as the Huskers’ head coach, he has built a program on a 
foundation made up of Nebraska natives. It’s a program 
that now thrives on more of the same. That’s not to say that 
Pettit hasn’t reached beyond the borders; 10 of Nebraska’s 
18 All-Americans all-time are imports. But a homegrown 
Husker has always been a good investment. 

“The high school programs here are exceptional and the 
coaches work hard at making sure that the game is played 
at a high level,” Pettit said. “Volleyball is a 
priority in Nebraska, and I think that the 
success that the university has had has 
made an impact on kids to play the sport.” 

While the Husker head coach dutifully 
and correctly points to the state for its 
support of the program, Feldman points 
to Pettit himself. “You have to give Terry 
the credit,” he said. 

Much like little boys who grow up 
dreaming of one day playing football for 
the Huskers, little girls hope for a future 
that includes playing volleyball for the Big 
Red. Current Husker and Wallace, Neb., 
native Mandy Monson was one of them. 
“Nebraska volleyball has such a great fol- 
lowing all across the state that I think it’s 
definitely happening,” Monson said. 
“Girls watch the matches on TV and come 
to the Coliseum, and they look up to play- 
ers on the team, and I think they want to 
be a part of it someday. 

“T have a lot of pride coming from a 
small town, and I think it’s exciting for 
people to see young athletes grow up and go to the 
University of Nebraska and compete in athletics.” 

Monson isn’t alone in living a smalltown-girl-makes- 
good story. In fact, she’s more the norm than the exception. 
Husker volleyball history has been written by young 
women from small Nebraska towns such as Bertrand, Waco, 
Firth and Ogallala, as well as Lincoln and Omaha. 

“There’s a benefit to us in that the players who are from 
Nebraska identify with how things are done here,” Pettit 
said. 

Which means that for the state’s top volleyball talent, 
there’s no place like home. 

SS SS EEE ES EE ES SS 


Bill Doleman's face is familiar to Cornhusker fans. 

He is host for several Nebraska-related television programs 
including the “Husker Show” and coaches’ shows for Terry Pettit, 
Paul Sanderford and Frank Solich. 


Frozen 
in Time 


lowa State might never beat Nebraska again, but neither Cyclone 
or Husker fans will forget what happened in 1992 


WE GIVE IOWA STATE a snowball’s 
chance in you-know-where of beating 
Nebraska Saturday. 

Exactly the same odds we did in 1992, 
when a particular region did freeze over. 

How else do you explain how Iowa State 
was able to hang a 19-10 defeat on a 
Nebraska team that had beaten No. 8 
Colorado and No. 13 Kansas on successive 
weeks by a combined score of 101-14. 

“This is probably the worst loss since I’ve been alive,” 
Nebraska center Jim Scott said after the shocking outcome. 

When the 1992 Cornhuskers ascended on Ames, lowa, 
they were being compared with the greatest teams in school 
history. 

By the time they left, they had helped ISU quarterback 
Marv Seiler become a legend in the only start of his career. 
Seiler, a fifth-year senior, had been 
third string until another player 
was injured. ISU coach Jim Walden 
let Seiler start because it was his 
last game for the Cyclones. 

The slow-footed Seiler, from 
Joliet, Ill., proceeded to rush for 144 
of ISU’s 373 yards. 

“It’s a sad day for us and a great 
day for Iowa State,” said Tom 
Osborne after losing to a team with 
a sub-.500 record for the only time 
in his 25-year career. “And I want 
them to realize what they did. They 
did a good job.” 

Perhaps overlooked was the fact 
the four-touchdown underdog 
Cyclones had 16 Nebraskans on 
their roster. Walden had been a 
Nebraska assistant, and defensive backs coach, Jim Burrow, 
was a standout player for the Cornhuskers. 

“We were just dogs to them, but we were ferocious dogs, 
protecting something special, and we weren’t going to let 
anybody, even Nebraska, kick our tails,” said Iowa State 
middle linebacker Malcolm Goodwin. 

NU trailed 12-10 at halftime. But even though the 
Huskers struggled with Tommie Frazier being slowed by a 
knee injury and the top two tight ends being out, they were 
always just one play away from taking the lead — that is 
until Seiler broke loose on a 78-yard run around right end 
early in the fourth quarter that set up a 2-yard touchdown 
run by fullback Chris Ulrich. 

“I think it was the first time I’ve had a breakaway run, 
ever,” said Seiler, who went to Iowa State only because the 
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In 1992, lowa State beat Nebraska at its own 
game — committing no turnovers and controlling 
the clock. 


Cyclones were the lone NCAA Division I-A school to recruit 
him. 

“It had to be hard for Nebraska going into the fourth 
quarter and not be beating the crap out of somebody like 
they usually do,” Goodwin added. 

Iowa State beat Nebraska at its own game. The Cyclones 
committed no turnovers and controlled the ball, owning 
nearly a 15-minute advantage in time of possession. Their 
four first-half field-goal drives lasted 11, 12, 13 and seven 
plays. 

“A lot of people probably didn’t think we would have to 
play today,” outside linebacker Travis Hill admitted. 

Cornhusker free safety Tyrone Byrd never doubted that 
Nebraska would come back in the second half. But NU 
couldn't overcome Iowa State’s emotion. 

“Every guy was playing like it was his last game. That's 
what Iowa State had on us,” Byrd said. “I’m not making any 
excuses. They were better than 
Kansas or Colorado today.” 

To fans of both the Cyclones and 
Cornhuskers, Nov. 14, 1992, will 
forever be frozen in time. 

“I wouldn’t want to play them 10 
times to figure out (who’s better),” 
Walden said. “We have not closed 
the gap on Nebraska. We had a 
major upset today on a team that’s 
had two tremendously positive 
emotional up weeks. I knew in my 
heart they were not going to come 
in here and play emotionally 
inspired in the fashion in which 
they’ve had to play the last two 
weeks.” 

Nebraska, with the nation’s most 
productive offense, was held to 246 
yards — less than half its average. 

Walden now does a college football television show, and, 
no doubt he'll be asked about that game this week. 

I’m sure current Iowa State coach Dan McCarney would 
rather leave the past in the past, but what would it hurt for 
him to pop ina video tape of the 1992 game? 

“I don’t think anyone ever said during the week that we 
can win. We just said that we've got to play and then see 
what happens,” Seiler said. “Realistically, you had to look at 
it and say we probably don’t have a chance. But if we go out 
there and play, anything can happen.” @ 


el 


Curt McKeever is a sportswriter, covering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star. In addition to 
reporting on football he is the primary beat writer for the 
men’s basketball and baseball teams. 


Cyclones Weather 


The Storm 


Despite record, lowa State has made significant 
improvement under head coach Dan McCarney 


By Mark DEROWITSCH 


t’s an excuse Iowa 
State is using this 
fall, and it likely 
won't go away any- 
time soon. At the 
same time, it’s legit. 
When the Cyclones 
walked off the field in 
Manhattan, Kan., after a 
52-7 whipping at the 
hands of Kansas State, 
Iowa State’s record fell to 
2-5 overall and 0-4 in Big 12 Conference 
play. Sound bad? Well, it is, but there’s 
a good reason for it. 


INesrasxa Orrevse 


SE 6 Kenny Cheatham*** 6-4 210 = Sr. 
-or- 3 Matt Davison* 6-0 180 So. 
tT 69 Adam Julch** 6-5 3160 Jp 
72 Ben Gessford* 6-2 290 Sr. 
LG 63 James Sherman** 6-2 295 Jr 
54 Dominic Raiola 6-2 300 Fr. 
C 59 Josh Heskew*** 6-3 290 Sr 
54 Dominic Raiola 6-2 300 s*Fr. 
RG 72 Ben Gessford* 6-2 290 Sr 
55 Russ Hochstein* 6-3 280 So. 
RT 65 Jason Schwab* 6-1 300 Jr. 


72 ~Ben Gessford* 6- 290 «Sr. 
Sheldon Jackson*** 6-4 245 «Sr. 
85 T.J. DeBates** 6-3 250 = Jr. 


QB 12 Bobby Newcombe* 6-0 195 So: 
-or- 7 Monte Christo 6-0 195 Sr. 
FB 45 Joel Makovicka*** 5-11 240 Sr. 

15 Willie Miller” 6-0 230 So. 
IB 4 DeAngeloEvans* 5-9 210 So. 
-of- 36 Correll Buckhalter* 6-0 225 So, 
WB 5 Shevin Wiggins** 5-11 200 Sr. 
-or- 14 Lance Brown*** 5-11 190° Sr. 
PK 35 Kris Brown*** 5-10 205 Sr. 


LR Chad Kelsay**" 6-3 
Kyle Vanden Bosch* 6-4 

NT Jason Wiltz** S 
Steve Warren** 
Loran Kaiser” 
Jeremy Slechta 
Mike Rucker*** 
Aaron Wills 
Tony Ortiz 
Brian Shaw** 
Jay Foreman*** 
Carlos Polk* 
Eric Johnson** 
Julius Jackson** 
Erwin Swiney* 
Keyuo Craver 
Clint Finley* 
Dion Booker 
Mike Brown** 
Joe Walker* 
Ralph Brown** 
Khari Reynolcds* 
Bill Lafleur*** 
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This fall, 
Iowa State 
has played 
perhaps 
the toughest schedule of 
any NCAA Division I-A 
football team in the 
nation. Here’s proof: 
Iowa State has lost to 
Texas Tech, Texas, 
Missouri, Kansas State 
and TCU. All five teams 
but TCU have spent time in at least 
one of the national top 25 polls, and 
Kansas State is comfortably sitting in 
second place. 

The five teams that have posted 
wins against the Cyclones are a com- 
bined 26-6. 

“The schedule is as tough as there 
is,” Iowa State Coach Dan McCarney 
said. “But we’re improving. You don’t 
see it in a lot of ways, but I think our 
schedule has a lot to do with it.” 

Guess what, Cyclones? The sched- 
ule doesn’t get any easier. In addition 
to the aforementioned quality oppo- 
nents, Iowa State gets to play defend- 
ing national champion Nebraska 
Saturday in Ames, Iowa. 

Want any more bad news, Cyclones 
fans? After playing Nebraska, ranked 
seventh in both national polls, 
Colorado is next up on the schedule. 

But McCarney insists the Cyclones 
have some of the pieces in place to 
turn things around at Lowa State. The 
Cyclones do have one of the best 
passers in the Big 12 in senior Todd 
Bandhauer, who ranks among the top 
three leaders in total offense in the 
conference and who threw for 1,655 
yards during Iowa State’s first seven 
games. 

But to win in the Big 12, football 
teams need to establish a top-notch 
ground game, and the Cyclones 
haven't been able to do that. 

So far this year, Iowa State has aver- 


Jay FOREMAN 


November 7, 1998 ¢ 1:00 p.m. (CST) 
Jack Trice Stadium ¢ Ames, lowa 


lowa State 
(2-6) 


Darren DAVIS 


aged just 137 yards per game on the 
ground, which ranks 10th in the Big 12 
and 69th nationally. 

“We need to do a better job of exe- 
cuting the running game, and we need 
to because you can’t line it up and toss 
it downfield and expect to do well in 
this league,” McCarney said. “We can’t 
change anything. We’ve got to do a 
better job with what we're doing.” 

When you talk about Iowa State’s 


Tentative” Deeps 
Sowa Srare Derense 


Reggie Hayward* 
James Elmore** 
James Reed* 
Michael Jackson 
Robert Brannon 
Nigel Tharpe* 
Chin Achebe*** 
Kevin DeRonde 
Ab Turner 

Jim Morse* 

Kip King*** 

Dave Brcka** 
Jesse Beckom 
Kemp Knighten** 
Jeff Waters 
Jason Parrott 
Jamarcus Powers 5-10 
Dawan Anderson*** 5-8 
Dustin Avey* 6-3 
Doug Densmore* 5-10 
Breon Ansley* 5-6 
Javon Daniels 6- 
Carl Gomez* 6- 
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SE 86 Chris Anthony* 6-3 196 So. 
1 Michael Brantley** 6-0 196 9 Jr. 
1T 72 Bill Marsau** 6-5 300s Jr. 
67 Cory Hannen 6-4 300 Fr. 
LG 57 Josh Rank 6-4 280 So. 
76 Ryan Gerke 6-4 305 Jr 
C 79 Charley Bogwill*™ 6-2 305 Sr. 
68 Zach Butler 6-3 265) Fr. 
RG 63 Ben Bruns* 6-3 304° 8So. 
71 ~=Eugene Bernal 6-3 302 Sr. 
RT 75 Marcel Howard 6-6 324 Fr. 
71 Eugene Bernal 6-3 302 Sr. 
FE 3 Damien Groce 5-10 q7a0 ees 
87 ~=Kenyatta Burris 5-11 185 Jr. 
QB 16 Todd Bandhauer** 6-3 232.2 Sr. 
18 Sage Rosenfels* 6-4 217. So. 
TB 28 Darren Davis** 5-8 190) | Jre 
2 Ennis Haywood 6-0 200~=«Fr. 
FB 42 Joe Parmentier*** 5-11 251 Sr. 


33 Andre Lee** 6-0 270 Sr. 
Damian Gibson"** 6-4 263° Sr. 
80 Andy Stensrud* 6-7 283 So. 
Jamie Kohi*** 6-0 208 #«6Sr. 


running game, you're talking about 
Darren Davis, the younger brother of 
former ISU standout Troy Davis, who 
was a finalist for the Heisman Trophy 
in 1995 and 1996. Davis is averaging 
111.0 yards per game, which ranks 
15th nationally, His best game this sea- 
son came early, when he rushed for 
200 yards on 28 carries against Ball 


Todd Bandhauer led the Big 12 with 
2,514 passing yards a season ago and 
has responded with another strong 
showing through eight games in 1998. 


State in the third game of the year. 
Davis has toppled the 200-yard barrier 
four times in his Iowa State career. 

The Cyclones’ passing attack is 
pretty effective with Bandhauer. 

Bandhauer is closing in on becom- 
ing the best passer in Iowa State histo- 
ry. Through Oct. 24, he has thrown for 
4,663 yards and trails only Alex 
Espinoza’s 5,307 mark, which he set 


HI Predictions 

Shawn Heilbron NU, 52-10 
Comment: Huskers take out frustrations. 
Steve Roe NU, 49-24 
Comment: NU runs through paper-thin D. 


FL DAMIEN GROCE 


tandem in the Big 12 Conference. 


Groce isn’t necessarily big, but at 5-foot-10, 175 
pounds, he’s dangerous enough to get open and give 
quarterback Todd Bandhauer a solid target down- 
field. He also has a knack for finding the end zone, as 
his total of six touchdown receptions through seven 


games proves. 


Overall this season, he’s made 33 catches for 447 
yards to help the Cyclones become one of the better 
passing offenses in the conference. If Groce can have 
a big day making plays against the Nebraska corner- 
backs, lowa State has a chance to keep the spectators 
at Jack Trice Stadium interested, at least for a little 


while. @ 


NU CORNERS 


KEY MATCHUP 


The Cyclones probably know they’ll have to have 
a near-perfect passing day to have any chance to 
stay with Nebraska, and Groce (pronounced gross) 
will have to come up big against the best cornerback 


from 1984 through 1986. Against 
Texas, Bandhauer had a career day. He 
completed 30 of 62 passes for 437 
yards and five touchdowns, all of 
which established new school records. 

So far this season, Bandhauer leads 
the Big 12 with 1,635 passing yards 
and is second in the conference in 
touchdown passes with 13. 

He has a pretty decent wide receiver 
to throw to, too. Damien Groce has 33 
receptions for 447 yards and six touch- 
downs, the latter of which ranks second 
in the Big 12. Only four Cyclones have 
caught more touchdowns in a single 
season than Groce, and he needs just 
three more to set the all-time Iowa State 
record in that category. 

Sophomore J.J. Moses is a threat to 
catch the ball out of the backfield, and 
tight end Andy Stensrud is dangerous. 
Bandhauer is getting plenty of time to 
find an open receiver. After getting 
dumped 26 times last season, 
Bandhauer has yet to get sacked this 
season. The line, which received a 
recent boost when tackles Marcel 
Howard and Ben Beaudet returned 
from injuries, is one of the reasons 
why the Cyclones are ranked fifth in 
the conference in total offense, averag- 
ing 376 yards per contest. 

Linebacker Jesse Beckom leads the 
Cyclone defense a year after he 
walked on to the program after spend- 
ing time in Trinity College in 
Deerfield, Ill., a small school outside of 
Chicago. Beckom has 60 tackles and is 
second on the squad with 3.5 sacks. 

Defensive end Reggie Hayward 
leads the team with four sacks while 
tackle James Reed has been in on 54 
stops and also has 3.5 sacks. 

This is a defense that has shown 
signs of improvement, 
but not nearly enough. 
The Cyclones held Iowa 
to 42 yards rushing 
early in the season and 
posted its first shutout 
since 1984 when they 
blanked Ball State 38-0. 

But not all of the num- 
bers look good. lowa 
State ranks 99th nation- 
ally in rushing defense 
(giving up 214 yards per 
game), 104th in pass 
defense (giving up 1,399 
yards in seven games), 
93rd in total defense 
(413.9 yards per game) 
and 91st in scoring 
defense (30.3 points per 
game). 


Darren Davis is no Troy Davis, which 
the Huskers will prove. Darren will 
face a hungry Husker defense, which 
could spell trouble for the Cyclones. 
The Husker backs continue to do their 
job. 


LZ 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


This position is one of the keys. Both 
teams had major question marks on 
the offensive line heading into the 
season, but not any longer. Both units 
are solid, but go with the proven win- 
ners here. 


Ly 


LINEBACKERS 

lowa State has the numbers, Nebraska & 
has the talent. While Nebraska’s rush N 
ends garner much of the attention, the 

linebackers have quietly put together 


a solid season. Expect more of the 
same against the Cyclones. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Average Cyclones versus special if 


Nebraska. Punter Carl Gomez can N 
always expect to be punt several 
times, and kicker Jamie Kohl is solid. 

The Cyclones are known for giving up 

big plays on returns. 
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appy haunting. Texas 20, Nebraska 16. 

The Cornhuskers’ spell at Memorial Stadium has 
been broken. 

The loss was their first at home since Sept. 21, 
1991, when Washington rallied from a 21-16 third- 
quarter deficit to win, 36-21. Nebraska had won 47 
in a row at home. 

The streak was the longest current streak in NCAA Division I- 
A, and the fifth-longest all-time. 

The loss also was the first to an unranked opponent at home 
since Nov. 18. 1978, when Missouri spoiled a national champi- 
onship opportunity, defeating the Cornhuskers, 35-31. 

Shrieks and moans. And a collective groan. It was Halloween. 

Even so, the Cornhuskers’ undoing wasn’t things that go 
bump in the night. Rather, it was undone by some big plays they 
allowed on defense and some big plays they didn’t make on 
offense. 

“We were so off and on,” said defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride. “One minute we looked good. The next minute we 
looked awful.” 

That was especially true early in the game, which was played 
in 40-degree temperatures and a stiff north wind. “We looked a 
little flat early,” McBride said. “I don’t know what it was. 
Everybody was watching to see what was going to happen.” 

Everybody included the fans, players and coaches, he said. 

“There didn’t seem to be any enthusiasm.” 

Had it not been for a 27-yard field goal by Kris Brown on the 
final play of the first half, the Cornhuskers would have gone to 
the lockerroom without a point. 

Texas, in contrast, scored on the game’s first series, driving 68 
yards on 11 plays for a touchdown, which came on a 16-yard pass 
from Major Applewhite to Derek Lewis. 

It was the same Lewis who caught a James Brown pass and 
gained 61 yards on a fourth-and-1 at the Longhorns’ 28-yard line 
in the final minutes of the 1996 Big 12 championship game in St. 
Louis. 

Texas pulled the upset of Nebraska that day, 37-27. 

This time, 27 points would have been sufficient to win. 

“Offensively, we really didn’t get anything going in terms of 
the ground game, to get the option going,” said coach Frank 
Solich. “Our inside (running) game was quite a bit of a struggle. 
It was rough going on the ground.” 

The Cornhuskers rushed for 194 yards, more than Texas but 
well below their average. And even though Texas finished with a 
net of 129 rushing yards, it was able to mount a consistent run- 
ning threat in the person of Ricky Williams, who could become 
the leading rusher in Division I-A history. 

Williams, the nation’s leading rusher, finished with 150 yards 
on 37 carries to increase his season’s total to 1,634 yards and his 
career total to 5,789 yards. He needs 294 yards in three remaining 
regular-season games to pass Pittsburgh’s Tony Dorsett on the 
all-time list. 

“People have said that I don’t run well against good defenses,” 
said Williams, the favorite to win the Heisman Trophy. “Today I 
showed that’s not true. I think I : : 
worked hard for everything I got. “4 =e eis hae 

McBride wasn’t about to dispute applewhite, who burned 
that. “If he doesn’t win the Heisman _ the Cornhuskers for 269 
Trophy, I don’t know who the heck yards and two touchdowns. 
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should,” McBride said. “I don’t know 
how many things you can say about 
him. 

“He keeps coming at you. At times, 
he was a man among boys.” 

After an 82-yard first quarter that 
included a 38-yard run, Williams man- 
aged only five yards rushing in the 
second quarter before breaking out 
again in the second half. 

“He’s definitely a good running 
back,” Cornhusker rush end Chad 
Kelsay said. “I was just looking here, 
where he had 150 yards. It didn’t real- 
ly seem like he tore it to us like that. 
But he got his yards. 

“T think if we had eliminated some 
of the big plays, it would have taken 
away from that.” 

Williams wasn’t Nebraska’s only 
problem, however. Applewhite com- 
pleted 14-of-26 passes for 269 yards 
and both Longhorn touchdowns — the 
second coming with only 2:47 remain- 
ing. 

Nebraska had taken a 16-13 lead 
with 8:33 left in the game on a 42-yard 
Brown field goal, his third of the game. 
He kicked a 47-yard field goal just 
over four minutes into the second half. 

“The way we started out (the sec- 
ond half), I thought, ‘Here we go,’ “ 
McBride said. 

The Cornhuskers took a 13-10 lead 
into the fourth quarter, on a 38-yard 
touchdown run by quarterback Eric 
Crouch with 3:28 remaining in the 
third. Crouch, who replaced starter 
Monte Christo with 8:24 left in the first 
half, finished as Nebraska’s rushing 
leader, with 108 yards on 17 carries. 

Crouch had missed the three previ- 
ous games and played only briefly 
against Oklahoma State because of a 
hip-pointer. Christo started in place of 
Bobby Newcombe, who didn’t suit up 
in hopes that an injured left posterior 
cruciate ligament might heal sufficient- 
ly, allowing him to avoid surgery. 

Crouch was the first Cornhusker 
player to show up for post-game inter- 
views in the South Stadium varsity 
lounge. “It’s not really hard (to face the 
questions in defeat),” he said. “It’s 
something I felt I needed to do, come 
up here and share my feelings, (share) 
the feelings of the team.” 

Two plays from scrimmage and a 
penalty after Crouch’s touchdown run, 
Nebraska cornerback Ralph Brown 
intercepted an Applewhite pass and 
returned it to the Texas 12-yard line. 

It appeared the Cornhuskers might 
finally take control of the game. On 
third-and-5 from the Texas 7-yard line, 
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however, Crouch lost a fumble. The 
ball was “stripped,” he said. 

“The fumble on the goal line was 
costly.” 

Texas went on an eight-play, 89- 
yard drive to a tying field goal. The 
key play was a 76-yard pass from 
Applewhite to Bryan White on third- 
down-and-10 from the UT 19-yard 
line. 

The game-winning drive covered 85 
yards on 14 plays, including four 
third-down conversions, the last was 
Applewhite’s 2-yard pass to Wane 
McGarity for the touchdown. 


On first-and-goal from the 3-yard 
line, Williams gained two yards. On 
second-and-goal, he lost a yard. Mike 
Brown, who rotated between rover 
and free safety, was involved in both 
tackles. 

The junior from Scottsdale, Ariz., 
finished with 18 tackles, a team sea- 
son-high. 

“They made some big plays. That 
really killed us,” said Brown. 

With many in the crowd of 76,434 
expecting Williams to get the ball 
again, Applewhite rolled to his right 
with rush end Mike Rucker in pursuit 


from the backside. Just before Rucker 
reached him, and as Joe Walker was 
leaping toward him, Applewhite 
released the low pass to McGarity. 
“They made more of their opportu- 
nities than we did,” Solich said. 
“Offensively, Applewhite was able to 
get some things done through the air 
and that, with their running attack, 


Eric Crouch, who led the Cornhuskers 
with 108 yards on the ground, sprints 
for a 38-yard touchdown run to give 
Nebraska a temporary 13-10 fourth- 
quarter lead. 


made it difficult.” 

Solich, and everyone else on the 
Nebraska sideline, was impressed by 
Williams. 

“He’s a great running back,” said 
Solich. “I don’t have any doubts that 
he’s one of the best around. I thought 
he ran hard and got a lot out of plays. 
I’ve always been impressed with 
Ricky.” 

Sophomore Dan Alexander was 
impressive for the Cornhuskers in 
relief of Correll Buckhalter at I-back, 
gaining 60 yards on eight carries — six 
of them in the fourth quarter. 


Buckhalter endured a frustrating 
game, finishing with 18 yards on eight 
carries. “We were just searching for 
ways to make big plays,” Solich said of 
the decision to replace him. 

The Longhorn defenders seemed to 
be everywhere. “They were getting to 
the ball extremely quickly,” Alexander 
said. “It seemed like they blitzed on 
almost every play. Sometimes they hit 
us before the ball was there, and we 
couldn't get anything done. They were 
very fast.” 

Texas went into the game ranked 
77th in the nation in total defense and 
64th against the run, but the Longhorn 
defense turned in a great effort against 
the Cornhuskers. 

“Their inside people seemed to be 
strong and held their ground,” Solich 
said. “They did a fair amount of plug- 
ging and blitzing of linebackers.” 

The victory was the Longhorns’ 
sixth in eight games and their fifth in a 
row, moving them into second place in 
the Big 12’s South Division, behind 
Texas A&M. 

The Cornhuskers drop to 7-2 over- 
all and 3-2 in the conference and into a 
third-place tie with Colorado in the 
North Division. Kansas State (5-0) 
leads the division, followed by 
Missouri (4-1). 

“It’s hard to take this loss,” said 
senior middle linebacker Jay Foreman, 
who was credited with 10 tackles. “I 
felt this was a big game for us to step 
into the national title hunt.” 

Any hopes Nebraska had of play- 
ing for the national championship this 
season were’ eliminated by 
Applewhite’s pass to McGarity. 

“There’s nothing we can do about 
the loss,” Foreman said. “We've just 
got to move on now. I’m a little bit 
(concerned); I’ll be honest with you. 
This whole season, I don’t think . . . I 
mean, ever since I’ve been here, the 
Nebraska teams have been a lot differ- 
ent. 

“T don’t know what it is or what's 
going on. I really can’t put a hand on 
it. It’s a hard team to read before a 
game. Maybe you think they’re ready, 
and (they) come out and don’t play up 
to potential. 

“So it’s going to be interesting how 
we bounce back next week against 
Iowa State and also another big game 
against Kansas State down there. It’s 
going to take everything we have to 
beat them.” 

Foreman tempered his remarks, 
however. “We'll be up to the chal- 
lenge,” he said. Hl 


More News From The Texas Game 


* For what it’s worth, the loss to Texas was Nebraska's first-ever on 
Halloween. The Cornhuskers had a 16-0 record in games played on 
Halloween. It was their first loss to an unranked opponent since the 37-27 
loss against Texas in the 1996 Big 12 championship game in St. Louis. 

* Texas tailback Ricky Williams went into the game averaging 212 rush- 
ing yards per game. He reached 100 yards with 9:45 remaining in the third 
quarter. He had 122 yards after three quarters. 

Williams’ 150 yards tied for the third-best total by an individual against 
Nebraska during the 1990s. Colorado’s Rashaan Salaam tops the list with 165 
yards in 1993. Oklahoma’s De’Mond Parker rushed for 151 yards in 1996. And 
Virginia Tech’s Ken Oxendine rushed for 150 
yards in the 1996 Orange Bowl. 

All three of those games were 
Cornhusker victories. 

* Texas coach Mack Brown compliment- 
ed Nebraska’s fans. “| have coached a lot of 
years and | have never seen as many fans 
say ‘Coach, good game’ or ‘Coach, good 
luck next weekend,’ giving Ricky a standing 
ovation as our kids left the field and saying 
‘Congratulations on the Heisman.’ 

“Nebraska has the best fans in the coun- 
try. Words are hard to express for your kids 
when you come into a place like Lincoln 
and the fans are as classy as anywhere in 
America.” 

* Williams was similarly complimentary. 
“| walked in (to the stadium), saw the sea of 
red and said: ‘Oh my God!’ | never realized 
how great of a football state this was. It’s 
really amazing. 

“| wanted to comment on how great the fans were here. Most places 
you go, the fans boo you. But here it’s nothing but cheers. This is probably 
the most fun I’ve ever had playing a game.” 

* Senior Monte Christo became the second walkon to start at quarter- 
back for Nebraska in the 1990s. Matt Turman, a walkon from Wahoo, Neb., 
started the 1994 Kansas State game. Other walkons who have started at 
quarterback for the Cornhuskers include Travis Turner (1984) and Steve 
Runty (1973). 

* The last time Nebraska led going into the fourth quarter and lost was 
the Washington game in 1991. 

* Quarterback Bobby Newcombe (left posterior cruciate ligament) and I- 
back DeAngelo Evans (bruised tailbone) both were held out of the game 
because of injuries. Among those injured during the game were tight end 
T.J. DeBates (left medial collateral ligament sprain), free safety Clint Finley 
(right knee sprain reaggravated) and fullback Joel Makovicka (right shoul- 
der sprain). 

* Sophomore split end Matt Davison caught one pass for a 7-yard gain. 
Davison has caught at least one pass in every game this season and is the 


Shevin WIGGINS 


Cornhuskers’ leading 

receiver with 27 for 335 

yards. 1998 Schedule/Record (7-2) 
* Nebraska’s 16 points os 

is Br eaasonnlewnlte tour Aug. 29 se—vs. Louisiana Tech$ W, 56-27 

sacks allowed tied a sea- | Sept.5 Ala.-Birmingham W, 38-7 

son high. : ils Sept. 12 @ California W, 24-3 
* Punter Bill Wiggins Sept. 26 Washington W, 55-7 

helped keep =the | Oct.3 vs. Oklahoma St.& W, 24-17 


Cornhuskers in the game, 
averaging 47.8 yards on 
five punts. His first four 
punts pinned Texas inside 
its 20-yard line (at the 11, 
8, 10 and 8, respectively). 

* Place-kicker Kris 
Brown scored 10 points to 
increase his school career 
record to 366. Said Brown 
of the loss: “Really, there 
are no words to describe 
it.” 


Oct. 10 @ Texas A&M 
Kansas 
Missouri 
Texas 

@ lowa St. 

@ Kansas St. 1:10 p.m. 
Colorado 1:30 p.m. 
$ Eddie Robinson Football Classic »* Memorial Stadium « Lincoln, Neb. 


& Arrowhead Stadium * Kansas City, Mo. 
(Times are subject to change and are Central) 


L, 28-21 
W, 41-0 
W, 20-13 
L, 20-16 
1 p.m. 


Oct. 17 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 7 

Nov. 14 
Nov. 27 
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Nebraska vs Texas 
Oct. 31, 1998 ¢ Lincoln, Nebraska 


Texas 
Nebraska 


UT 


First Downs 19 
Rushing 8 
Passing 9 
Penalty 2 

Rushing Attempts 43 

Yards Gained Rushing 160 

Yards Lost Rushing 31 

Net Yards Rushing 129 

Net Yards Passing 269 
Passes Attempted 27 
Passes Completed 14 
Had Intercepted 1 

Total Plays 70 

Total Net Yards 398 
Avg. Gain Per Play 5.7 

Fumbles-Lost 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 9-88 

Punts-Yards 6-198 
Avg. Per Punt 33.0 

Punt Returns-Yards 1-4 

Interceptions-Yards 0-0 

Fumble Returns-Yards 1-4 

Kickoff Returns-Yards 4-81 

Possession Time 31:04 


Buncliwiclus Leader 


TEXAS 


18 
12 

4 

2 

47 
241 
47 
194 
117 
17 
10 

0 

64 
311 
4.9 
3-1 
5-45 
5-239 
47.8 
3-10 
1-17 
0-0 
4-54 
28:56 


RUSHING 
Name Att. Yds. YPC iG TD 
Crouch, E. 17 108 6.4 38 1 
Alexander, D. 8 60 7.5 22 0 
Buckhalter, C. 8 18 2.3 8 0 
Makovicka, J. 7 11 1.6 5 0 
Christo, M. 7 -3 -0.4 7 0 

PASSING 
Name C-A-I Pet. Yds. TD 
Crouch, E. 6-13-0 46.2 59 0 
Christo, M. 4-4-0 100.0 58 tt) 

RECEIVING 
Name No Yds. YPC LNG TD 
Wiggins, S. 4 59 14.8 36 0 
Jackson, S. 3 26 8.7 13 0 
Buckhalter, C. 1 15 15.0 15 0 
Brown, L. 1 10 10.0 10 0 
Davison, M. 1 7 7.0 7 0 
FIELD GOALS 
Name Att. Good LNG 
Brown, K. 4 3 47 
PUNT RETURNS 
Name ds, YPR LNG TD 
Walker, J. Ne 9 4.5 5 0 
Brown, R. 1 1 1.0 1 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS 

Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Walker, J. 4 54 13.5 20 0 

DEFENSE 
Name UT AT TT FL Int. Sacks 
Brown, M. 9 9 18 1-1 0 0 
Rucker, M. 3 7 10 1-1 0 0 
Foreman, J. 2 6 82-12 0 1-11 
Johnson, E. 3 3 6 2-7 0 1-6 
Ortiz, T. 3 2) br "0 0 0 
Walker, J. 1 a 65°) \1-4 0 0 
Kaiser, L. 1 3 14: 165 0 1-5 
Brown, R. 2 2) AO, O)7, 0 
Kelsay, C. 0 3 3 "1-1 0 0 
Vanden Bosch, K, 1 2) 3° 90 0 0 
Wiltz, J. 2 1 3 0 0 0 
Shaw, B. 0" 9308424 0 0 
Polk, C. 1 ey: 0 0 0 
Finley, C, Os a 262 0 0 0 
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Shevin Wiggins led the Huskers’ 
receiving corps with four catches for 
59 yards in a losing effort. 


Name Att. Yds. ypc LNG TD 
Williams, R. 37 150 4.1 38 0 
Walton, R. 1 -2 -2.0 oY 0 
Applewhite, M. 5 -19 3.8 2 0 
Name C-A-I Pet. Yds. TD 
Ap lewhite, M.14-26-1 53.8 269 2 
illiams, R. 1-0-0 0.0 0 0 
Name No. Yds. YPC LNG TD 
McGarity, W. 5 51 10.2 14 1 
Cavil, K. 4 70 17.5 37 0 
White, B. 2 113 56.5 76 0 
Lewis, D. 1 16 16.0 16 1 
Brown, R. 1 10 10.0 10 0 
Nunez, R. 1 9 9.0 9 0 
FIELD GOALS 
Name Att. Good LNG 
Stockton, K. 2 2 36 
PUNT RETURNS 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Hodges, M. 1 4 4.0 4 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Name 0. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Mitchell, H. 2 $1 17.0 22 it) 
Jones, J. 1 30 30.0 30 0 
DEFENSE 
Name AT TT FL Int. Sacks 
Hicks, A. dt 8 135-18 0 2-11 
Renfro, D. 3 7 10 2-5 0 0 
Humphrey, A. 3 4 7 1-4 0 1-4 
Hampton, C. 1 6 7 1-1 0 0 
Jammer, Q. 5 2a rd) 0 0 0 
McCowen, D 2. eve 10 0 0 
Lewis, D. 2 45/6) 0 0 0 
Woodard, C, 3 2 51-2 0 0 
Rogers, S. 2 2 41-14 0 1-14 
Holmes, T. 4 Dey. Pe 0 0 
Anderson, J. 0 1 0 9 0 
Brooks, A. 0 teva" #0 0 0 
Brown, G. 1 a | 0 0 0 
Jackson, L. 0 ‘ae et! 0 0 0 
Walker, J. 0 Ae fl 0 0 0 
Jones, J. 1 st eo | 0 0 0 
Mitchell, H. 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Boudoin, M. 1 Oo. 0 0 0 


’ A 


SON'S 


ATS 


Name Att. Yds. YPG 1D 
Buckhalter, C. 8 107 620 68.9 iz 
Makovicka, J. 9 81 379 42.1 2 
Newcombe, B. 6 83 228 38.0 8 
Evans, D. 3 38 218 72.7 4 
Christo, M. 6 54 189 31.5 2 
Alexander, D 7 45 237 33.8 1 
Crouch, E. 5 42 242 48.4 5 
Miller, W. 8 7 88 11.0 2 
Runty, J. 3 2 31 10.3 0 
Wiggins, S. 9 6 29 3.2 0 
Legate, B. 7 5 28 4.0 1 
White, D. 5 6 27 5.4 0 
Brown, L. 2 1 13 6.5 0 
Kingston, 2 2 3 9 45 0 
Gragert, N. 1 1 3 3.0 0 
Tillery, A 1 1 3 3.0 0 
Stanislav, J. 1 1 1 1.0 0 
London, F. 7 1 -2 -0.3 0 
Name G C-A-I Pct. Yds. TD 
Newcombe, B. 6 50-79-1 63.3 712 1 
Crouch, E. 5 25-50-1 50.0 295 1 
Christo, M. 6 19-27-0 70.4 261 2 
Name No. Yds. YPC YPG TD 
Davison, M. $ 27 «335 12.4 37.2 0 
Wiggins, S. 9 18 256 14.2 284 1 
Jackson, S. 8 11 «258 23.5 32.3 2 
Cheatham, K. 5 10 «88 88 17.6 0 
Buckhalter, C. 9 9 65 7.2 7.2 0 
Haafke, B. 8 6 54 9.0 6.8 0 
Evans, D. 3 3,23 77 Aes OC) 
Wistrom, T. 9 2 84 42.0 93. 41 
Makovicka, J. 9 2 42 21.0 4.7 0 
Debates, T.J. 8 1 16 16,0 2.0 0 
Brown, L. 2 Ue fu 11.0 5.5 0 
Name G Att. Good bong 
Brown, K. 9 15 0 
Name G UT AT TT FL_ Int. S/Yds. 
Brown, M. 9 27 46 73 3-4 1-1 0 
Foreman, J. 9 23 46 69 6-23 0 2.5-18 
Kelsay, C. 9 23 30 53 8-29 1-0 2.5-20 
Johnson, E. 9 23 30 53 7-32 0 631 
Rucker, M. 9 16 23 39 4-7 0 0 
Swiney, E. 9 19 19 38 4-16 OQ 2-12 
Walker, J. 9 17 20 37 48 2-0 0 
Kaiser, L. 9 13 20 33 7-22 0 5.5-21 
Ortiz, T. 8 15 17 32 4-13 0 1-3 
Shaw, B, 9 10 21 31 4-11 0 1-5 
Brown, R. 9 18 13° 31 0 2-60 0 
Wiltz, J. 7 8 18 26 0 2-32 0 
Vanden Bosch,K. 9 8 15 23 4-36 0 2-29 
Warren, S 8 6 13 19 0 0 0 
Finley, C. 6 3 16 19 1-11 0 0 
Polk, C. 9 9) 8 17 (2-5. 1-16 0 
Jackson, J. 7 6 6 11) 2-19 0 2-19 
Craver, K. Sa JGen6) v1 0 0 0 
Wills, A. gr by Ray 9) 0 0 0 
Reynolds, K. 6) Se 53; 8) 4:5: 0 0 
Kohl, J. 8: 2 ee 6 0 0 0 
Toline, T. Gi Ae 25 ae 0 0 0 
Slechta, J. 5 aS Se HS 0 5-3 
Lohr, J. D524 Dl 0 0 0 
Burrow, J. a: 22 Nal 0 0 0 
McGraw, G. Si A 6 2y 3 0 0 0 
Vedral, M. LS he 8 an 2° 0 0 0 
Woodward, W. y fie ol ak NP Sr 2 0 0 0 
Booker, D. BIN 2h lO” ne, 0 0 0 
Wichmann, J.P. Sug hae me 0 0 0 
Raymond, S. SN ZOOM a i) 0 0 
Tuttle, C. 1) 0 tA ) 0 0 
McGinn, M. he Cw Pg tt) 0 0 
Mehl, L. TO AY SHO Stes: 0 0 
TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Total Offensive Yards 3611 2779 

Plays 650 602 

Average Per Play 5.6 4.6 

Average Per Game 401.2 308.8 
Net Rushing Yards 2388 981 

Attempts 494 337 

TOs Rushing 32 5 
Net Passing Yards 1268 1798 

Attempts 156 263 

Completions 94 131 

Average Per Pass 8.1 68 

Average Per Catch 13.5 13.7 

Average Per Game 140.9 199.8 

TDs Passing 4 9 
Sacks By-Yards 24-161 16-107 
Fumbles-Lost 22-10 19-6 
Penalties-Yards 48-428 79-599 

ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT TOT 

fgones 62 79 72 89 0 305 
Opponents 14 46 32 23° «20 122 
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Gerry 


With only one season as a starter, he produced 
some extraordinary statistics during his short time 


running the Husker option 


erry Gdowski might easily 
be overlooked in a listing of 
the great Nebraska quarter- 
backs during the Bob 
Devaney-Tom Osborne era. 
Typically, such a designation 
is based on a player's career rather 
than on a single season. But Gdowski’s 
Cornhusker career amounted to a sin- 
gle season — 1989. 

He played on the freshman team 
his first year at Nebraska, then saw 
limited action as a backup to Steve 
Taylor as a sophomore and junior. He 
never sat out a redshirt season. 

Even without the additional year of 
maturity, however, Gdowski pro- 
duced some extraordinary statistics 
during his one season of directing 
coach Tom Osborne’s option offense. 
And that one season, without ques- 
tion, ranks with the best by a quarter- 
back in Cornhusker history. 

Gdowski set single-season school 
records for rushing yards (925), pass 
efficiency rating (177.3), passing yards 
per attempt (9.75), passing yards per 
completion (18.68) and total offense 
per game (204.6). His 2,251 yards of 
total offense ranks third all-time at 
Nebraska, behind Jerry Tagge (2,333) 


RUSHING QGBs 


Player 
Steve Taylor (1985-88) 
Tommie Frazier (1992-95) 


Scott Frost (1996-97) 
Turner Gill (1980-83) 
Gerry Gdowski (1987-89) 
Mickey Joseph (1988-91) 


Attempts-Yards-Avg. 
431-2,125-4.93 
367-1,955-5.33 
302-1,533-5.08 
290-1,317-4.54 
152-1,211-7.97 
180-1,091-6.06 


and Scott Frost (2,332). He 
was first-team All-Big 
Eight according to the 
conference coaches. Oh 
yes, he was also an 
Academic All-American, 
earning a cumulative 
grade-point average of 3.562 as an 
accounting major. 

The academic success was no sur- 
prise. His mom was a teacher, his dad 
was his high school 
football coach, and 
he distinguished 


“The things 


Osborne seemed satisfied with what 


he saw in the spring. “The things we 
looked for in a quarterback we found 
in Gdowski,” Osborne said. “He can 
run, throw and understands 
the offense.” 

Even so, Gdowski had no 


himself in the class- we looked illusions, noting before the 
room from the for ina start of preseason practice: 
beginning. quarterback “It’s going to be a competi- 


But his football 
accomplishments as 


tive situation every practice, 
every game, every moment 


a senior, if not sur- (Gerry) of the fall. You know there’s 
prising, were cer- Gdowski. going to be a lot of attention 
tainly unexpected. He can run, paid to the quarterback, and 
The Cornhusker it’s going to be hard to 
media guide for 1989 throw and ignore all the hype.” 

noted: “Gdowski has understands It appeared Nebraska 


the experience and 
knowledge to run 
the Husker offense 
and could surprise 
some people with his ability to run the 
option.” 

Surprise some peo- 
ple? Try a lot of peo- 
ple. Gdowski 
emerged from com- 
petition with sopho- 
mores Mickey 
Joseph and Mike 
Grant during spring 
practice as the No. 1 
quarterback, but not 
by a lot. 


the offense.” 
Tom Osborne 


would have a bona fide 
quarterback controversy. 

“T can live without being 
the starting quarterback, but 
I can’t honestly say how I would feel 
about the situation,” Gdowski said 
going into fall camp. “In my mind, I 
don’t want to look back and say, ‘If I 
had tried a little harder, I’d have made 
it.’ If I don’t start, it wasn’t meant to 
be.” 

Joseph, a prep All-American from 
Marrero, La., was rated among the 
nation’s best option quarterbacks com- 
ing out of high school, and Grant, who 
was from Valrico, Fla., had been a 
pleasant surprise during the spring 


after leading the freshman-junior var- 
sity team to five victories as a true 
freshman. 

Grant’s 912 yards of total offense 
were second all-time to Turner Gill’s 
979 in 1980. 

And if one of those three couldn’t 
get the job done, Osborne could have 
turned to sophomores Keithen McCant 
and Tom Haase or junior Jerry 
Dunlap. “We'd certainly feel a lot 
more confident if we had a three-year, 
two-year or even a one-year starter 
coming back,” he said prior to the sea- 
son. 

Gdowski’s experience in two sea- 
sons behind Taylor amounted to 6 of 
10 passing for 72 yards with no touch- 
downs and no interceptions and 35 
carries for 286 yards and four touch- 
downs. 

He had gotten relatively few car- 
ries, but he had averaged a robust 8.2 
yards per attempt. 

“We want to be able to run enough 
option for people to have to prepare 
for it,” Osborne once said of his offen- 
sive philosophy. “It complicates the 
defensive preparation if the option is a 
threat.” 

And with Gdowski, an eight-time 
all-class gold medal winner at the 
Nebraska high school track and field 
meet, at quarterback, the option was a 
serious concern for opposing defenses. 

Plus, at 6-feet and 190 pounds, he 
was big enough to take the pounding. 

Three games in particular during 
Nebraska’s 10-2 season showed 
Gdowski at his best. 

The Cornhuskers’ only regular-sea- 
son loss in 1989 came at No. 2 
Colorado. Nebraska took an eight- 
game winning streak and a No. 3 
national ranking to Boulder and nearly 
upset the Buffaloes behind an out- 
standing effort by Gdowski, who 
passed for 211 yards and three touch- 
downs. 

Nebraska’s last offensive posses- 
sion began at its own 12-yard line with 
1:40 remaining and the score 27-21 
Colorado. Gdowski directed the 
Cornhuskers to the Colorado 42-yard 
line and threw a pass for Jon Bostick in 
the end zone on the game’s final play, 
but the pass was knocked away. 

The week before, Gdowski had 
rushed for 176 yards, a school-record 
for a quarterback, and four touch- 
downs and passed for two touch- 
downs in a 49-17 victory against lowa 
State. 

And two weeks after the Colorado 
game, in his final appearance at 


NEBRASKA MIDDLE linebacker Jay Foreman was a 
gifted running back in high school — he rushed for 
950 yards as a senior — but he has always pre- 
ferred defense because “you're behind the 
scenes,” he said. 

That's Foreman. Nothing about him cries out for 
attention. So much of what he does, what he says, 
stays within the context of his football team. He’s 
about as flashy as his beat-up brown Chevy. 

“It’s his personality,” Nebraska defensive coor- 
dinator Charlie McBride said. “He’s kind of a quiet 
leader; he doesn’t say a whole lot. He’s a guy who 
doesn't seek notoriety — he just likes to play the 
game. 

“| think his dad taught him well. | think his dad 
probably taught him to play as hard as you can, 
and everything will take care of itself. You don’t 
need your voice to carry you through.” 

Foreman’s father, of course, is Chuck Foreman, 
the gifted running back on those great Minnesota 
Vikings teams of the 1970s. He was the National 
Football League’s Rookie of the Year in 1973, the 
NFC Player of the Year in 1974 and a five-time Pro 
Bowl selection. Jay 

Jay says having a superstar father has always put FOREMAN 
added pressure on him to perform, to live up to peo- 
ple’s expectations, however unfair that may be. 

“| like that pressure,” the younger Foreman said. “| like pressure. Pressure tells 
you who's a man and who’s a boy.” 

Pressure is manning the heart of a defense in the maddening chaos of a big- 
time college football game. McBride said Foreman knows the Nebraska defense 
“better than anybody around” and that the 6-foot-1, 240-pound senior “never miss- 
es acall” during a game. 

By the way, Foreman led Nebraska in tackles entering the Oct. 24 Missouri 
game with 47, two more than junior rover Mike Brown. Foreman brushes aside the 
statistic. 

“| don’t look at myself individually,” the Eden Prairie, Minn., native said. “| look 
at the defense as a whole. Right now the defense is playing OK, so I’m playing OK. 

“The individual stuff is something that comes and goes.” 

The Nebraska defense, which many predicted would dominate, has often been 
“OK" and really nothing more, particularly in a 24-17 win against Oklahoma State 
and a 28-21 loss to Texas A&M. 

The Huskers, however, punished Kansas, 41-0, on Oct. 17 in Lincoln, Neb. 

“Our goals are still attainable,” said Foreman, alluding to Nebraska's national 
title chase. 

“If people think we're out of it or that we'll go in the tank, they don’t know what 
we're made of.” 

Chuck Foreman has driven his blue van to nearly every Nebraska home game 
during the last five years and to every away game within driving distance of his 
home in Eden Prairie. 

Jay called his dad after the A&M game. Father's advice: Go ahead and be angry 
for a day but feel lucky your team remains in the Top 10 and can still conceivably 
win all the marbles. 

“I'm pretty sure he’s been through everything I’ve been through here and 
everything | will go through,” the younger Foreman said. “Maybe sometimes | 
don't agree with everything he says. But you have to take it to heart. 

“It means a lot, just because he’s my dad; not because he was a football player. 
Hopefully, when | have a little son or little girl, they'll respect me like that.” ll — As 
told to Steve Sipple 


Memorial Stadium, he completed 12 of 
15 passes for 225 yards and four 
touchdowns in a 42-25 victory against 
Oklahoma. 

Gdowski, now the quarterbacks 
coach for former Cornhusker player 
and assistant Tony Samuel at New 
Mexico State, led the Big Eight in pass- 
ing efficiency in 1989, completing 71- 
of-136 (.522) for 1,326 yards and 19 
touchdowns with only two intercep- 


tions. His numbers were remarkable. 

He also averaged 7.9 yards per 
carry and scored 13 touchdowns. 

“There are so many factors — 
maturity, calling the right audibles, 
playing with consistency — that go 
into making a quarterback,” Osborne 
said prior to the 1989 season. 

And Gdowski measured up with 
the best ever to take a snap at 
Nebraska. 


BICHERE ILLuecTRATEN 22 


It’s these qualities that have kept us strong and vital. 
And in business for 100 years. Whether it’s through 
providing affordable life insurance protection for our 
policyholders, or supporting our midget football 
teams, we're dedicated to the principles of hard work, 
determination and commitment. Just like the Huskers. 


Security Mutual Life. Celebrating a Century of Security. 


200 Centennial Mall North 
402/434-9500 


PAYER 


amie Burrow grew up in Ames, 
Iowa. 
He was in the second grade 
when his family moved to 
Ames from Pullman, Wash., 
where his dad, Jimmy, was an 
assistant football coach under Jim 
Walden at Washington State. When 
Walden took the head coach’s job at 
Iowa State in 1987, Jimmy went along 
as defensive backs coach. 

Ames has been Jamie’s home ever 
since. 

He was a four-year starter on the 
Ames High football team, earning all- 
state honors as a senior on the most 
successful team in school history. His 
dad was his position coach as a junior 
and senior. 

With his dad on Walden’s coaching 
staff at lowa State through the 1994 
season, Jamie grew up around Cyclone 
football. His girlfriend attends Iowa 
State. He has friends and former team- 
mates who play football there. And his 
next-door neighbor is a biology profes- 
sor at the university. 

Burrow has even worked in an 
Iowa State biology lab during the sum- 
mer. 

Despite the personal connections to 
Iowa State, however, Burrow is a red- 
shirt freshman at Nebraska. He plays 
on kicking teams and shares the No. 3 
middle linebacker position with Ben 
Buettenback. 

Playing for the Cornhuskers is a 
dream come true, Burrow said recently. 

He took only one official recruiting 
visit, and that was to Nebraska. He 
made unofficial visits to lowa State 
and Iowa, out of courtesy to his home- 
state schools. But barely a half-hour 
after former Cornhusker coach Tom 
Osborne telephoned him at school to 
offer a scholarship, he accepted. 

He was skeptical when he left class 
to take the phone call. “I didn’t believe 
it,” he said. 

But the voice on the other end of 
the line was Osborne’s, all right. 

“T've got to talk to my dad about 
it,” Burrow told Osborne. 

He did, and immediately called 
Nebraska assistant Dan Young to 
accept. 

Then he called Iowa State coach 
Dan McCarney. 

“It’s not easy to tell the coach at 
your home-state university that you’re 
not coming,” Burrow said. “But I 


Generation 


Following in his father’s 


footsteps at Nebraska meant that 
Jamie Burrow would have to turn 
his back (at least once a year) to 


the team he grew up cheering for 


— lowa State 


didn’t want Coach McCarney to read 
about it in the newspaper.” 

His friends in Ames “weren’t upset 
with me for coming here,” said 
Burrow. “Everyone back home realizes 
the (football) tradition here, and I 
think they’re just happy for me.” 

Obviously, there was more to 
Burrow’s decision to come to 
Nebraska than what has been noted so 
far. For one thing, he was born in 


Omaha. For another, his dad played 
for Osborne, earning letters as a defen- 
sive back in 1974 and 1975. Jimmy 
Burrow was a two-year starter at free 
safety. 

The elder Burrow was an eighth- 
round NFL draft pick of the Green Bay 
Packers in 1976 and spent one season 
with them before playing four seasons 
in the Canadian Football League with 
Montreal and Ottawa. 
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He now coaches for the Des 
Moines-based lowa Barnstormers in 
the Arena Football League. 

Jimmy was originally from Amory, 
Miss., where he was coached in high 
school by Walden. He spent his fresh- 
man year at Mississippi, then trans- 
ferred to Nebraska with help from 
Walden, who had played for Bob 
Devaney at Wyoming and was an 
assistant on Devaney’s staff at 
Nebraska. 

In addition to his dad’s Nebraska 
background, Jamie’s mom is from 
Omaha, and she’s a Nebraska gradu- 
ate. “She told me I’m the fifth genera- 
tion of my family to attend the 
University of Nebraska. I haven’t done 
the research myself, but that’s what 
she told me,” Jamie said with a smile. 

Burrow’s parents told him a lot of 
good things about Nebraska while he 
was growing up. 

“My dad always talked about what 
a great atmosphere there was here,” 
Burrow said. “And whenever there 
was a Husker game on television, we 
usually watched it.” 

Providing, of course, Iowa State 
wasn’t playing. 

Jamie attended plenty of games at 


Cyclone Stadium, including the one in 
November of 1992 in which Iowa State 
upset Nebraska 19-10. Later, he had a 
shirt made for his dad, “for Father’s 
Day maybe,” with the message that the 
Cyclones’ shocking victory was 
irrefutable “proof there is a God.” 

“He was real excited about that,” 
Burrow said of the upset. “It was 
amazing.” 

Two seasons later, when the 
Cornhuskers returned to Ames, 
Jamie’s dad introduced him to 
Osborne on the field before the game. 
He met some players, including offen- 
sive linemen Brenden Stai and Zach 
Wiegert, and had his picture taken 
with Osborne, who made an immedi- 
ate impression. 

“T remember him being real nice, 
kind of soft-spoken. And I couldn’t 
believe how tall he was,” said Burrow, 
who had formulated an opinion of 
Osborne based on what his dad had 
told him. 

His dad had always spoken highly 
of Osborne, as well as his experiences 
at Nebraska. 

“Really, my dad can judge people 
pretty well,” Jamie said. 

This is a big week for Burrow, who 


figures to make the trip to Ames. Some 
of his high school teammates play for 
the Cyclones, including sophomore 
Dustin Avey, a starting defensive back, 
and redshirt freshmen Jake Hanson, a 
defensive back, and David Knapp, an 
offensive lineman. 

He’s also friends with sophomore 
tight end Andy Stensrud, who’s from 
Lake Mills, Iowa. 

Burrow, whose brother, Dan, is a 
junior safety on the Ames High foot- 
ball team, keeps track of the Cyclones 
and pulls for them to win — except 
when they play Nebraska, of course. 

“T loved it when they beat Iowa; I’m 
not going to lie,” he said. 

“T told everyone my boys back 
home finally beat the Hawkeyes.” 

Ames remains home for Burrow. 
But Nebraska has always been a sec- 
ond home to him, and it was inevitable 
that he would become a Cornhusker if 
the opportunity presented itself. 

Burrow had a unique appreciation 
for Nebraska long before his recruiting 
visit. 

“I always saw how my dad viewed 
the university,” he said. 

“And it was always a dream of 
mine to play here.” 


WHEN EVERYTHING'S ON THE LINE, WHO DO YOU COUNT ON? 


There's nothing quite like the feeling of knowing that when a pressure situation 


arises, you've got a clutch performer on your team. Someone who's been there before. 
Someone who's put in the sweat and studied the films —and knows how to get it done. 

That's the same feeling you get from an American Family Insurance agent. They're 
proud of what they do. Ready to take action. And standing tall at the line at crunch time. 


If you've been looking for that kind of confidence, give us a call—we won't drop the ball. 


© 1997 American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its subsidiaries. Home office — Madison, WI 53783 


26 NOVEMBER 7, 1998 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
| INSURANCE | 


AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE : 


All Your Protection 
Under One Roof. 


www.amfam.com 


Heisman 
History 


Johnny Lattner 


Johnny Lattner 
was a participant in 
the first annual 
Husker/Heisman 
Weekend of 
Excellence. He 
helped to provide a 
fun and enjoyable 
time for all who 
attended. 

In 1953, when 
Lattner won the 


Johnny 
RODGERS 


) Heisman Trophy, two-platoon foot- 


ball was considered a mob scene; 22 


) players rushing on the field and the 


same amount trotting off. 


\) 
It seemed a bit silly and a waste of | 


time to fans who had become accus- 
tomed to one-platoon football. 
Lattner wasn’t among those who 
believed that, however. Sources say 


| he was neither the best runner on the 
team nor the best passer, blocker, 


Johnny LATTNER 


tackler or kicker. But 
he was the best all- 
around player since 
Johnny Lujack, the 
1947 Heisman 
Trophy winner. 
Lattner, like 

Lujack, knew how to 
win. He earned All- 
America honors on 
offense and defense 
in both his junior 
and senior seasons. 
As a senior, he was 
on the field for 421 
of a possible 600 
minutes, scoring 
nine touchdowns, 
accounting for 424 yards on kick 
returns and averaging 35 yards per 
punt. 

Lattner was in one of the closest 
races in history for the Heisman 


) Trophy, edging Minnesota’s Paul Giel 


by 56 votes. It didn’t hurt that 
Lattner’s Notre Dame team finished 
with a 9-0-1 record. 

Although he wasn’t known for his 
blazing speed or fancy moves during 
his younger years, these days, 
Lattner has gotten faster on his feet. 
On the dance floor at the annual 
Heisman dinner, he showed more 
moves than Allied Van Lines. He can 
really cut a rug, and he danced into 
the wee hours of the morning. 

He is, by far, one of the finest 
Heisman Trophy winners ever and is 
always the first to say yes when 
asked to help with a charity. Lattner 
has been the vice-president of Pal 
Graphics in Broadview, Ill., for the 
past 20 years, residing in Oak Park, 


) lll, with his wife Margaret. He has 


eight children. 


> Commercial Auto 
® Residential 


8415 Blondo 
Omaha, NE 


397-3100 


6090 North 56th St. 
Lincoln, NE 


434-5310 


Business Hours 
M-F 8-5 
Sat. 9-1 
www.huskerglass.com 


POWER 
ABSCRUBS 


V-Neck Scrub 
Top and Pants 


Wear 
Your 


Husker 
Fride! 


Call now to place your order 
or to receive your free brochure. 


Toll Free 1-888-710-0008 


- x it 2 
The embroidered logo is on the right side. 


Available in Sizes Available in Sizes 


S-XL (2-14) S-XL (28-42) 
Top $19.95 Top $26.95 
Bottom $17.95 Bottom $24.95 

Set $29.95 


Gh loses ae avaaie.” Set $42.95 Eee 
. = ~ ‘ sR 7 ) 6 [ ewes 
2S a a fay & «D> Fh 

8 CI te Alu mele. Ras 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 27 


UIEL STY yNoge oTysTUIT}dO SI 9aN 
‘30N 
pres ,/pastidims are sAn3 ay} pue dn 
MOYS J,, “SUOTE 9UIOD 0} ddNV pa}TAut 
Tsmoyreyy Apuy JOTues pure ‘ues} 

ay} Aq poeSuesisie sem 3urjnNOo sy J, 
‘any uuold], 
JaYSNYUIOD IIUIIOJ se [Jam se ‘siase 
-ueul jUapnys pue siaXeyd eyserqaNn 
pepnypout yey} dnoi8 e 0} ose 
jnq UIAay pue jjeswty 0} ATUO jou 

SUILLIoJar ‘pres oy {JO & pey aM, 
‘gouatiadxea jsand) Jase] 

ay} peAofua aan ‘Arnfur ay oytdsaq 
_ supyoeid 

jAe}s 0} SuIOS UL], ‘pappe oy ‘puy 
_,Aanfut Jo aueyp ssaJ $,a1au,,, ‘Pres 
ay_,/Sul[Moq yYySrIuprur 08 0} Suro 

a1,aM ‘SUITMOq SI ourTeS }xou INO, 
‘aqqe 
-301}0U [JS SYM asou $,aaN Jo a8priq 

dy} UO YIeUr & 41d} eT SYIIM OMI, 
‘uo edutod san?) Jase] oy} 
UI sTe}0} yuTOd ITaYy} SuTseasUT “YydeOD 
uaTTey ay} ye Sut ueSaq pue dn sured 
‘UIAaY UOS $,aaN SuTpnpout ‘dnois 
dU} UT SIayJO TeIaAVS puke {SMO XIII 
‘Ajasnjoid Surpastq sem ‘ueyO1g jou 
ysnouy} ‘asou SIF] ‘UMOP jUaM YeOdD 

[[eqleyseq s,usaut eyseigeN ey], 
"UOOI YORTq 
-youid ay} Ul [TEM ke OUT pauTUeTsS 
ay UsyM IyYSMOReIg Je uNS Jase] 
SIy olf 0} SUTUIN] SeM ddN “U[OOUTT 
UI jsand) Jase] je TysMOyeTg AOIL, 
&q pensind Suteq sem daN Auueq 


,, UOSRAS dU} JO PITY] 4SLT }eY} I0j Ht do 
-[eAap ‘yduaq ayy Aeyd 0} Sut0s ATTear 
UL] "UOSkaS 9Y} JO PITY} ISI 9Y} UT NO 
Way} 1kIM 0} BuIOS jOU UL] ‘Way} Jo 
Te WyzM 13831 yornb ev aavy 0} 8ul08 
UL], ‘Pres dan _,/way} 3unsaz ‘“uray} 
SUI}IS aq 0} 8UIOS UWL] 10 [ada] Vv, 
yey} ye Surfeyd aq 0} But08 ar Ady, 

‘SaTOI ITaY} 
ydadoe 0} BulT]IM are pue JuawyrU 
-WI09 ay} ayeut Ady} paptaoid ‘uoseas 
STY} UOT}L}OI JY} UT [Te Way} apnpouT 
0} Spuajur ay pue ‘uoT}Isod Araaa 
ye Suyaduos sraAvyd omy jsvaz je sey 
dH ‘auatiedxa pue yjdap Aq paztiie} 
-deIeYD Wea} eB IOJ uLTd s aay Jo USUI 
-d[a [eIjUassa Ue ST ssauIay}e3O], 

iiiHAOW SHASTHOV ANO 
“KaHAX AHHLADOOL :Onour sy} sem 
19qoO}O-prut ur ad1}9eId Jo 41e}s ay} 
a1ojaq siahe{d ay} 0} paynqriystp jusur 
-9}e}S UOTSSTU & JO WI0}0q ay} TV 
, UIed9} & 103 3A,9M 
‘uoseas sty} dn urns 0} yueM nod JL, 
‘SUTY} BTOUM ay} S,jey} * * * WOOTIA 
-YDOT INO }OU ‘“WIOOLIdYIOT JaYy}O 9y} UT 
st Awiaua 9y} Way} ddUTAUOD pue AIjsST 
-wayp ay} uO SuTyI0M daeay ysnf{ ued 
[ Jl ‘SsSauaATsayoo yey} ‘AjTUN jeu], 
‘Ioy}O 
yore ayxt] Ady, “Suoye 4a8 skn5,, ‘pres 
ay _,,/pasueyp sey Sury} asfoym ay], 
"suoseal 
JY} JO 9UO ayeIASNIII sdjay ysand Jase] 
0} diz} ay} puy ‘eyseiqeN 3e uOseas 


INWSL 


YW S.3HSHL “ * 
' ” ZINO L.NSI 
aadaHL 


66°86, 
Ni 


Nee relied on eight players a year 
ago when Nebraska was 20-12 and 
advanced to the NCAA Tournament, 
where it lost to Arkansas in the first 
round at Boise, Idaho, 74-65. Last sea- 
son, “there were some guys I| couldn’t 
take off the floor,” he said. “If I did, I 
was nervous.” 

By the time the team got to Boise, 
“we were tired. Not mentally, just 
tired,” Nee said. 

The player he absolutely couldn’t 
afford to take off the floor, of course, 
was Lue, the point guard. But that’s no 
longer a concern because Lue is now a 
member of the Los Angeles Lakers, 
opting to bypass his senior season of 
collegiate eligibility in favor of the 
NBA — with Nee’s blessing. 

Lue’s early departure “wasn’t a 
shock,” Nee said. “That was a mutual 
understanding. 


“ 


The most experienced perimeter player, 
versatile junior Cookie Belcher could 
also see playing time at point guard if 
the need arises. 


“Tt went as smoothly 
as I could have asked. It 
was completely 
Tyronn’s decision, and 
we were going to sup- 
port him. There’s a point 
in your life where you're 
poor, you feel you're 
ready, you believe 
you're ready, you work 
hard like Tyronn did, 
and you make the deci- 
sion to go.” 

With Lue gone, 
there’s a void at point 
guard, which Nee hopes to fill by a 
“committee” that includes junior col- 
lege transfer Joe Holmes and redshirt 
freshmen Cary Cochran and Todd 
Smith. 

The 5-foot-11, 195-pound Holmes, 
whom Nee compares to former 
Cornhusker Keith Moody in physical 
appearance and playing style, was 
recruited for that purpose. He’s a 
“total team player and a very good 
defender,” Nee said. “He’s smart and 


them.” 


“They're 
going to be 
playing at 
that ‘A’ level 
or I’m going 
to be sitting 
them, resting 


Danny Nee 


tough, and he knows 
exactly why he’s here.” 
Versatile junior Cookie 
Belcher also could play 
the point if the need 


arises. 
“That’s absolutely a 
possibility,” Nee said. 


Belcher, “our most 
experienced perimeter 
player,” started every 
game last season and 
played more minutes 
than everyone except 
Lue, averaging 11.1 
points and 3.9 rebounds. “I think 
Cookie Belcher has got to be one of the 
premier players in the conference and 
in the country,” said Nee. 

“He’s a big-time athlete. He can 
score. He can play defense. He jumps 
out of the arena. He rebounds. He’s 
worked on his ballhandling and his 
free-throw shooting, and I see him 
stepping up one whole notch in being 
a very, very important part of the puz- 
zle. We need him to have consistency.” 

The same is true of senior Venson 
Hamilton. 

The 6-10, 240-pound Hamilton was 
second in the Big 12 in rebounding a 
year ago, averaging 9.8 per game. He 
also shot 55.6 percent from the field, 
averaged 11.2 points and led the con- 
ference with 17 games in which he fin- 
ished with double-figure totals in 
points and rebounds. 

Hamilton “is a natural rebounder. 
He has a natural instinct, almost like a 
(Dennis) Rodman-type that he can get 
his hands on the ball,” said Nee. “But 
he has to come with his hardhat on 
every night. 

“He’s got to play every night, stay 
injury-free and on the court, without 
being in foul trouble. He’s got to give 
us quality minutes. In big games, he’s 
got to play big. He can’t be getting it 
all against North Carolina A&T. I want 
him to set some records against Kansas 
and Oklahoma, Villanova. 

“We need 16, 18 points and 
rebounds every night, not 30 points 
and 20 rebounds one night and then 
the next night get a donut. He just 
needs to take it one game at a time, 
keep his focus.” 

When Hamilton is playing his “A” 
game, “he’s the real deal,” Nee said. 

Markowski, a 6-8, 215-pound 
senior, has assumed a leadership role. 

“The guy has really shown his five 
years in the program. He has really 
blossomed,” Nee said of Markowski. 
“Our fifth-year players have been a 


charm for us, and I expect him to have 
a really solid year. 

“T don’t want to wear him out early. 
I’ve got to have him around. That 
means physically, really playing his 
best basketball in February and March. 
So I’ve got to pace him. He’s a horse 
that wants to go out and run the race 
all in the first quarter, and I have to 
have him ready for the latter part of 
the season.” 

In addition to Belcher, Hamilton 
and Markowski, seniors Piatkowski 
and Larry Florence and sophomore 
Chad Johnson all started 10 or more 
games last season. 

Florence started 18 of the last 20 
games, averaging 8.9 points and 3.7 
rebounds. Johnson came on to start the 
final 10 games as a true freshman. He 
averaged 3.8 points and 2.8 rebounds. 

Sophomore Brant Harriman also 
played as a true freshman, providing 
support inside as a backup. 

“He did everything we asked of 
him. last year,” Nee said. “I see him 
sliding up a notch, really being a quali- 
ty backup to Venson Hamilton. He 
gives us a big, strong player in the 
middle, which we’re going to need 
against some big men in our league.” 

In addition to Holmes, newcomer 
Louis Truscott, a 6 -7, 200-pound fresh- 
man from Houston described by Nee 
as a “Carl Hayes-type player,” will be 
counted on for immediate help. 

Guard Rodney Fields, Holmes’ 
teammate at Tyler (Texas) Junior 
College, will redshirt, after being diag- 
nosed with a stress fracture in his leg 
and undergoing surgery. 

“IT have so much respect for him 
and he’s such a good player, I don’t 
want to make the mistake I made with 
Todd (Smith) and bring him back and 
play him too quickly,” said Nee. 

Smith had a similar problem last 
season and tried to come back and 
play. After seeing limited action in six 
games, however, the decision was 
made to hold him out as a medical red- 
shirt. Fields, who signed a letter-of- 
intent with Nebraska out of high 
school, will still have two seasons of 
eligibility. 

Walkons Bryan Buchanan, a 6-1 
guard from Lincoln, and Bryce Bauer, 
a 6-8 forward from Ainsworth and 
Ross Buckendahl, a transfer from 
Northeast (Neb.) Community College, 
complete the roster. Buchanan is the 
son of former Cornhusker Henry 
Buchanan. 

Nee is optimistic about the season, 
even though the early preseason publi- 


cations have Nebraska pegged in the 
middle of the pack in the Big 12. “We 
think the strength of this team is our 
depth and experience,” Nee said. “We 
just have to find five guys who are 
playing well (at a given time). 

“If they happen to be all guards or 
all big guys, I don’t care. The way 
we've got our system set up, we could 
change all the parts and we could still 
get the ball up the floor to our big 
men. 

“Our one, two and three (positions) 
are interchangeable and our four and 
five are interchangeable. We think 
now that at every position, five 


through one, we have at least two 
players. And if we interchange, we 
have three or four players who can 
play each position. That’s the team 
aspect of it.” 

Team is the theme for the 
Cornhuskers. The fading scar on the 
bridge of Nee’s nose is evidence. 

“What we have now is a team. I 
really mean that,” he said. “I think 
we've got a lot of parts that we can 
interchange. The way we’re running 
our system now, we can interchange 
people and play. 

“T think that’s really important. 
And that’s what we're going to do.” Hf 
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anny Nee has coached at 

Nebraska for 12 seasons. 

Before that, he was the head 
coach at Ohio University. And before 
that, he was an assistant coach at Notre 
Dame. 

He received his bachelor’s degree 
from St. Mary of the Plains College in 
Dodge City, Kan., and his master’s 
degree from Kansas State. “I’m so un- 
New York it’s scary,” he said recently. 
“To think I’m from New York would 
be like saying the Pilgrims came from 
France or something. 

“New York City? I don’t think I 
could even get on a subway.” 

Even though Nee has lived much of 
his adult life in the Midwest, however, 
some Nebraskans still regard him as a 
New Yorker, with whatever pejorative 
connotations that carries. 

Granted, he’s a Brooklyn native, 
and he attended Power Memorial 
Academy in Manhattan, where he was 
a basketball teammate of Lew 
Alcindor, now Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. 

“But I haven’t been back there, real- 
ly, since about 1964,” he said. “That's 
the last time I really lived in New 
York. That’s a long time ago. So I don’t 
see myself as a New Yorker. I really 
don’t.” 

The fact that some do is perplexing. 
“The only thing I can think of why 
they have this perception of me is 
because of the way I look, or I guess 
the tone of my voice — that will 
always be a part it,” he said. 

Typically, the New Yorker refer- 
ences have arisen in negative contexts. 

“I’ve been criticized for being from 
New York, on being slick. I’ve been 
compared to a used-car salesman. I 


A Matter Of 


mean they’ve taken some 
pretty good shots at me,” said 
Nee. 

Such personal attacks have 
“changed my attitude toward 
the press,” he said. “It’s 
changed my attitude toward 
the fans, or the critics. You 
have to be very, very thick- 
skinned about it. 

“Coach (Tom) Osborne 
kind of shared that with me, 
taught me that. Not many 
people have brought that up, 
but I don’t think I’m as care- 
free and open, swing-from- 
the-hip, as when I came here.” 

A more reserved Nee is 
still more straightforward 
than most successful coaches. 
And the record shows that 
there has never been a more 
successful men’s basketball 
coach in Cornhusker history. 

Nee takes a 223-158 (.585) 
record into his 13th season at 
Nebraska. His teams have 
averaged nearly 20 victories 
per season and played in 10 
postseason tournaments, 
including a school-record 
eight in a row. The 
Cornhuskers have advanced 
to the NCAA Tournament 
five times. 

Nebraska won the Big 
Eight postseason tournament 
in 1994. And it won the 
National Invitation Tournament two 
seasons later, an accomplishment dis- 
counted by some. 

“The NIT was, in my opinion, a tri- 
umph. It was a success,” Nee said. 

“T thought it was perceived in 
Nebraska as mediocre. But across the 


PERCEPTION 


He’s viewed by some as aloof — a typical New Yorker. 
He’s even been called a used car salesman. In reality, he’s 
none of these things; just a basketball coach trying to win 


over a football-hungry state 
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country, there are many, many coaches 
and programs that would give their 
right arm for a national championship, 
even the NIT. There are a lot of good 
basketball programs that go to that 
tournament and don’t win it. 

“We went many times and didn’t 
win it. So I think winning it was a 
major step.” 

Advancing to the NCAA 
Tournament also was a major step in 
the development of the program. The 
Cornhuskers did that four seasons in a 
row (1991-94) and again last season. 

They have yet to win a game in the 
NCAA Tournament, however. And 
there’s the rub. 

“We have not been able to knock 
down that door,” said Nee. “And I 
think in major college basketball, if 
you're a Top 50 program, a Top 40 
program, it’s what you do in the 
NCAA Tournament. 

“So that’s our major goal, to get to 
the NCAA Tournament and win — 
not one game but some games. Then I 
think the whole attitude, the percep- 


tion, will change.” 

Success in the NCAA Tournament, 
however it’s measured, is the only ele- 
ment missing from a 
program that more than 
measures up by any 
other standard, off the 
court as well as on. 

“We're graduating 
our players,” said Nee. 
“Tl believe today, as we 
sit here, we have 42 
seniors who have used 
up their eligibility, and 
we've graduated about 
30 of them. That’s over 
70 percent.” 


“, .. they've 
taken some 
pretty good Eats what we're 
shots at me. 
You have to 
be very, very 
thick-skinned 
about it. 


were Eric Piatkowski and Tyronn Lue, 
who bypassed his senior season and 
was drafted by the Los Angeles Lakers 
in the 1998 NBA draft. 

“We're really proud of him,” Nee 
said of Lue. “Tyronn has done a 
tremendous job. He’s the first player 
in Nebraska basketball history to go 
early (in the draft). We think that’s 
success.” 

In addition, former Nee 
Cornhuskers Erick Strickland and 
Tony Farmer earned their way into the 
NBA as free agents. “There are four 
players we've had in the NBA,” said 
Nee. “I mean, if I remember correctly, 
when I came here, people were com- 
plaining about (Nebraska’s) 6-foot-5 
centers. 

“Now we’ve had four players in 
the NBA (plus Lue). And we have a 
couple who could be.” 

Senior Venson Hamilton and junior 
Cookie Belcher “will have a legitimate 
shot at playing in the NBA. So I think 
we've taken the whole level of the pro- 
gram and moved it up,” Nee said. 
“How far, I’m not sure. But we’ve 
moved it up. We’re not some fly-by- 
night, basketball-at-a-football-school 
(program). 

“We're a solid contender. We 
recruit quality players. They come in 
and they graduate.” 

The program has progressed. “But 
we need a breakout year,” he said. “I 
won't kid you. 

“We'd like to win 25, 30 games, go 
to the Final Four, be in St. Petersburg. 
I'd love to be in St. Petersburg playing. 
We built the expectations up. And 
that’s the goal. 

“Can we do it? I don’t 
know. I believe we can. 
We're certainly going to 


” 


working for,” Nee said. 

That’s Nee as in 
Nebraska, not New 
York. 

“T think coaching at 
Nebraska is a good job. I 
like coaching here,” he 
said. “We have a lot 


Rich King, who 
recently returned to 
Nebraska to complete 
his degree after calling 
it quits on an injury- 
plagued NBA career, 
was the first of three 
first-round NBA draft 
picks to play for Nee at 
Nebraska. The others 


Coach (Tom) 
Osborne kind 
of shared that 
with me, 
taught me 
that.” 


Danny Nee 


going for us, and a lot of 
it is a secret. The quality 
of life, the commitment 
of the administration to 
the coaches, the com- 
mitment by the fans 
who support Nebraska 
sports, it’s all positive.” 
As is the coaching, the 
leadership ... 
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Naatjes To Nebraska? 


One of Nebraska's top recruits is 
having a hard time choosing between 
football and baseball, Darin Naatjes 
(6-foot-7, 230 pounds, with 4.5 speed 
in the 40-yard dash) of Inwood (West 
Lyons), lowa, is an all-world athlete 
who Nebraska is recruiting as a tight 


end/outside linebacker. He also hap- | 


pens to be a good enough center- 
fielder that major league baseball 
scouts believe he will go in the first 
five rounds of the 1999 draft. 

Nebraska still leads over Arizona 
State, lowa State and lowa. However, 
if the Huskers do land him, he defi- 
nitely wants to play both sports. 

“| am leaning on going to college, 
but if | do, | will play both sports,” 
said Naatjes. “Nebraska has told me 
that | can play both with no problem. 
| really like everything about 
Nebraska, and they also have the 
advantage because of a friend of 
mine on the team. Kyle (Vanden 
Bosch) tells me all the time about all 
the good things about Nebraska. | 
can’t go wrong if | sign there.” 

Linebacker Cory Redding (6-5, 235, 
4.6) of Galena Park (North Shore), 
Texas, says he has at least four of his 
visits set in his mind. Redding is 
regarded as the top player in Texas 
and one of the top five linebackers in 
the country. The lucky four are Texas, 
Colorado, Arizona and Nebraska, 
Texas A&M, Florida State and Ohio 
State are all vying for the fifth visit. 

Offensive lineman A.J. Ricker (6-5, 
280, 5.1) of Klein, Texas, hopes to set a 

| visit to Nebraska. Ricker has already 
visited Texas A&M and will go to 
Missouri (leader) on Dec. 4, Baylor 
Dec. 11 and Arkansas Dec. 18. Ricker is 
holding his fifth visit for the Huskers. 

Tight end/outside linebacker Jarrod 
Penright (6-2, 230, 4.6) of Aldine 
(Eisenhower), Texas, has a top three 
of Nebraska, Michigan and Texas 
A&M. Penright is regarded as a top 
100 talent in Texas and has set his 
first visit with Texas A&M for Dec. 12. 

The Huskers appear to be falling 
behind on running back Reggie 
Duncan (5-9, 200, 4.5) of Killeen 
(Ellison), Texas. Duncan’s first visit is 
with LSU (Dec. 19) and he has a ten- 
tative visit with Oklahoma State in 
early January. Kansas, Texas A&M 
and OU appear to be getting his other 
three. However, Duncan says that his 
list can change at any time. 

Another running back who was con- 
sidering Nebraska is William Green (6- 
1, 220, 4.5) of Absecon (Holy Spirit), 
N.J. Green, one of the top powerlifters 
in the country, has backed away from 
Nebraska, listing North Carolina, 
Wisconsin and Penn State as his top 
three choices. @ 
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Turning The 
Corner 


So you want to play cornerback at the Division I-A level? 
Covering the nation’s top receivers is just part of the job 


By James HALE 
lot is being asked of col- 
lege cornerbacks these 
days. In addition to playing 
press coverage and tight 
man-to-man, cornerbacks 
must also be able to sup- 

port the run and play a physical brand 

of football. 

Those are just some of the intangi- 
bles that a collegiate cover corner must 
have if he hopes to play at Nebraska. 
Sounds tough, doesn't it? It takes a 
rare and great athlete to play corner- 
back in college football, especially at 
Nebraska. The Cornhuskers are always 
attacking and doing everything possi- 
ble to shut down the run. 
That leaves the cornerbacks 
alone in man-to-man cover- 
age on some of the best — 
and biggest — wide receivers 
in the country. 

Granted, at times the 
Cornhuskers are in zone cov- 
erage in the secondary, but 
the tremendous athletic abili- 
ty needed is always show- 
cased no matter the defen- 
sive scheme. Let's face it, 
playing cornerback at 
Nebraska is special and those 
who make the grade are 
some of the very best athletes 
in the country, 

Two athletes out of the 
state of Florida seem to be a 
perfect fit for what the 
Cornhuskers are looking for 
in a cornerback, Anguan 
Boldin (6-foot-1, 192 pounds, 
4.45 speed in the 40-yard 
dash) of Pahokee is one of 
the top all-around athletes in 
the country. A great two-way 
star Boldin is being recruited 
as a running back in some 
quarters and as a cornerback 
in others. 

We can’t blame those for 


recruiting Boldin to run with the foot- 
ball, especially after his 2,008-yard sea- 
son a year ago. He also threw for 1,511 
yards as one of the best run/pass 
quarterbacks in the country. Boldin 
also reached the end zone 35 times. 

Boldin didn’t know his stats this 
season, but felt he was on pace to post 
similar numbers, He also has three 
interceptions on defense, just one shy 
of what he posted last year. The fact 
Boldin doesn’t throw the ball with 
great finesse may lead him to the 
defensive side of the ball. 

Boldin was the MVP of the 
Michigan camp this summer, and he’s 


Elbert Craig is one of the top cover corners in the 
nation, although at 6-1, 193 pounds, he has the 
physical tools to excel at safety. In fact, he has 
spent most of this season playing linebacker, 


always talked highly of Florida State. 
Ohio State, West Virginia and 
Nebraska are also in the picture. 

“T have just now started consider- 
ing Nebraska,” said Boldin. “If I don’t 
consider them, I think that I am not 
doing myself justice. Nebraska is one 
of the top programs in the country, 
and their skill athletes are outstanding. 
I don’t think I will play quarterback, 
but I can see myself at cornerback or 
free safety.” 

Lito Sheppard (5-11, 185, 4.4) of 
Jacksonville (Raines) is another two- 
way threat at wide receiver and cor- 
nerback. Most college recruiters feel 
Sheppard’s future is at cornerback, 
which is fine with him. A year ago, he 
managed 15 interceptions through 15 
games and loves to ball-hawk. 

“T really think with my size and 
speed that cornerback is where I am 
going to wind up playing,” said 
Sheppard. “I love to come up with 
picks and play corner very aggressive- 
ly. I can make a living playing on the 
defensive side of the ball.” 

Nebraska has managed to get into 
the recruiting game late, but Florida 
leads over Ohio State, Georgia and 
Auburn. 

Sam Davis (6-0, 175, 4.4) of 
Humble, Texas, is a preseason All- 
American ranked as one of the top 10 
cornerbacks in the country. Davis is 
always looking to break on the ball, 
coming up with 10 interceptions a year 
ago. This season Humble is 5-2, and 
teams are trying to throw away from 
Davis. Despite the limited action, 
Davis has two interceptions and has 
returned one kickoff 93 yards for a 
touchdown. 

A great athlete who benches 300 
pounds, Davis has long jumped almost 
23 feet, and he sports a 37-inch vertical 
jump. It seems all the great players 
from Humble leave the state, and 
Davis is looking to possibly follow that 
trend. Texas A&M is the only in-state 
school that Davis is considering, with 
Michigan, Notre Dame and Nebraska 
in his top four. 

“T really like Nebraska's defense,” 
said Davis. “The Blackshirts have a tra- 
dition to them, and their cornerbacks 
are always great players. They play 
bump-and-run coverage, and I like 
playing that style. | always want to be 
matched up with the top wide receiver 
from the other team and shut him 
down. That is my favorite thing in 
football to do.” 

Kendrick Turner (5-11, 170, 4.3) of 
Dallas (Kimball) is a top 100 talent in 


When | look at a college, | am trying to find an offense 
that suits my talents. | will just be more comfortable in 
an offense that runs some option and then throws the 

ball some. (Nebraska quarterbacks coach) Turner Gill 

was at our game, and | called him back Sunday and he 
told me something | haven't realized: | have been running 
the option for four years, and if | went to a school that is 
running the option, | would get to build on what | have 
already learned. | have thought about that to a certain 
sense, but not as deeply as what coach Gill said. 

If | talk to a coach and he’s honest with me, if he tells 
me they are going to put in some option, then | would 
consider them. If | am told that | am not going to run the 
ball at all, then that’s something that | may have to turn away 
from. Of course, you can always count on Nebraska running the 
option. Texas A&M is trying to implement a little option game 
in its offense. Syracuse has the option; so does Notre Dame. 
That fact broadens my list of schools somewhat, but at the 
same time, it cuts down on the schools that | had in mind. 

Schools like Oklahoma haven't shown much interest in me 
thus far, yet they are trying to find quarterbacks who can run option football. 
When | heard they had gone back to option football, | got excited because it’s 
close to home and they are running my style of offense. | don’t know if they are 
loaded on quarterbacks or not, but it’s not too late for them to call me. 
Remember, we asked college coaches not to call us, and that has kept some 
new schools from getting in touch with us right now, but | hope that somehow 
we can get the word out to Oklahoma and a couple of others that | do have 
some interest in them. 

| am going to be open, and if somebody offered me a better opportunity 
than somebody else, | would be crazy not to take a close look at it. | am still 
open-minded in recruiting. | play a position that allows me to find a situation 
that really fits what | want to do. | don’t know how an offensive lineman or a 
linebacker can really find a situation that totally fits their skills. If | had been 
running and throwing in the option equally, then | would think it would be easi- 
er to find that style of offense. 

Besides Nebraska being at my game, | know that Texas was there, along with 
Oklahoma. | heard that Baylor was there along with Kansas and Tennessee. It's 
kind of hard to look at new schools. That's hard without hearing from the new 
coaches because they can’t call me. | really don’t know how they feel about me. | 
guess | will find out soon enough. 

We won our last game, 42-35, over Crowley. It was a tough game that we were 
supposed to win, but coming off our win two weeks ago over Stephenville, it was 
tough to play like we did. We had to come up with a great drive at the end, throwing 
a little bootleg at the end to seal the game up for us. 

| had my best game ever. | had 11 carries for 227 yards rushing, and | had anoth- 
er 179 yards passing. | threw for two touchdowns and | ran for three. 

It seems that we are getting into a lot of high scoring games. | think it’s the fact 
that we have had so much success, coupled with the publicity that we have 
received, that everybody is going to play their best game against Brownwood. 

| have noticed that our games are higher scoring. It's a trend in high school foot- 
ball really. It's hard for defenses to prepare in one week for everything that offenses 
are doing today. In high school football | don’t think there is such a thing as man-to- 
man coverage. Quarterbacks in high school should be able to pick man-to-man cov- 
erage apart, and coaches know that. They are not going to put their secondary in 
man coverage against a top flight quarterback. 

At this point | am just going through my recruiting stuff, anything that | receive, 
trying to find out more about the offenses those colleges are running. | have learned 
a little about Syracuse and a couple of others. My main plan is to find the schools 
that | am very interested in, watch them to make sure, and then contact them and 
maybe work out something for a visit down the road. | am not going to rush into it 
yet, so | can take my time with it for a little while longer. 

Jared Morris is another high profile recruit on our team at middle linebacker. We 
have never really talked about going to the same school together, but it would be 
fun. We all decided to go to the same camps back in the summer. We both went to 
Texas A&M and Nebraska and thought that was fun. We were both exposed at the 
same time and both enjoyed the trip. Ei — As told to James Hale 


Colby 
FREEMAN 


Throughout the 1998 football season, Huskers Illustrated will chronicle 
the recruiting process of Brownwood quarterback Colby Freeman, 
one of the top prospects in Texas. 
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Texas who is also drawing national 
attention, At the Texas summer camp, 
Turner turned in the amazing time of 
4.28 in the 40-yard dash. He picked off 
four passes a year ago and has two this 
season during Kimball's 6-1 season. 
Turner has already set a visit to Texas 
A&M (Dec. 18), and is looking at 
Texas, Florida State, Nebraska, SMU 
and OU for his other four. 

“T like Nebraska because they are an 
established program and are always win- 
ning,” said Turner. “They play a great 
brand of football. I like the challenge of 
playing one-on-one on the corners.” 

Terrence Calhoun (5-11, 183, 4.3) of 
Austin (Reagan), Texas, is pure speed 
on the corner, but he uses that speed at 
running back, as well. An all-purpose 
performer, Calhoun rushed for over 
1,000 yards, had over 500 yards in 
receiving and 500 yards in kick returns 
last season. On defense, Calhoun had 
80 tackles and five interceptions and 
can bench 300 pounds. Calhoun 
doesn’t have his statistics this season, 
but says his performance has been 
more of the same. 

Calhoun is being recruited coast-to- 
coast and has visits set with Michigan 
(Dec. 5) and LSU (Dec. 12). Nebraska is 
also getting a visit, but a date isn’t set 
yet. Kentucky, Texas, Texas A&M, 
USC and Kansas State are fighting for 
the other two, 

“Nebraska is always winning, and 
that is what is important,” said 
Calhoun. “Nebraska has a chance to 
play for a national championship 
every year, and I love that about them. 
They have a great program with an 
excellent coaching staff and a tradition 
that is one of the best in the country.” 

Rufus Brown (5-9, 182, 4.42) of El 
Paso (Austin), Texas, is a great option 
quarterback who many college 
recruiters like better as a cornerback. 
Brown would like a shot at quarter- 
back, which Nebraska is glad to pro- 
vide. OU has an early lead with Rice, 
Nebraska, Florida State, Miami and 
Stanford in the picture. 

Brandon Williams (5-11, 175, 4.4) of 
Omaha (Central), Neb., is the best cor- 
nerback prospect in Nebraska. 
Williams has run a 10,5 100-meters and 
21.9 200. He plays both ways at wide 
receiver and cornerback and is an 
excellent kick returner. Williams is 
playing in only his second year of 
organized football and is getting better 
every game. During Central’s 4-3 start, 
Williams has one interception, six pass 
breakups, has rushed for 678 yards (12 
yards per carry) and scored five touch- 


downs. Williams has also returned two 
87 yard kickoffs for touchdowns. 

Williams says lowa State and New 
Mexico State have offered scholar- 
ships, with Michigan, Nebraska and 
Colorado State offering visits. 

“I was really surprised when 
Nebraska lost to Texas A&M,” said 
Williams. “That caught me off guard. I 
have always been a Nebraska fan and I 
never expect them to lose. They always 
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Rufus Brown would like an opportunity 
to play quarterback in college — some- 
thing Nebraska coaches are willing to 
give him. 


have great corners and always chal- 
lenge them to play one-on-one which 
is just what I want. I also think I can 
help them in the kick return game.” 

Elbert Craig (6-1, 193, 4.5) of 
Oklahoma City (Millwood) is a presea- 
son All-American who has listed 
Nebraska among his top four. Also an 
excellent wide receiver, Craig is actual- 
ly playing outside linebacker this year 
and already has nine sacks to his credit 
through Millwood’s first seven games. 
Early in the year, OU was his favorite, 
but the coaching turmoil has caused 
him to back off. Craig says that Kansas 
State and Oklahoma State are his lead- 
ers, with OU and Nebraska also get- 
ting visits. 

Bryce McGill (5-11, 190, 4.5) of 
Bakersfield, California also hopes to 
hear from Nebraska. Considered one 
of the top 20 defensive backs on the 
West Coast, McGill has visits set with 
Colorado State, Arizona State and 
Oregon. 
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Thorn In 
Their Pride 


Forget national titles and conference championships; the Cornhuskers need 
to dig down to position themselves for a solid bowl bid 


CHAD KELSAY has known the frustration 
of only four losses in his four seasons at 
Nebraska. But the senior rush end and co- 
captain from Auburn, Neb., has never been 
more disappointed than he was following 
the Cornhuskers’ 20-16 loss against Texas at 
Memorial Stadium on Halloween. 

Kelsay was a sophomore in 1996 when 
Nebraska lost to Arizona State in Tempe, 
Ariz., 19-0, and then lost to Texas, 37-27, in 
the first Big 12 championship game in 
St. Louis. 

He also endured the 28-21 loss at 
Texas A&M this season. 

“First of all, it’s strange to lose in 
this program,” Kelsay said. “But to 
lose at home . ... I mean, we haven't 
done it since 1991, and that’s what 
hurts the most,” he said. “Being a 
senior, it’s something I’ve thought 
about. I didn’t want to be (in) that 
senior class that lost at home. 

“I'd have to say it’s the lowest point 
in my athletic career. | feel like I let so 
many guys down, guys I don’t even 
know who started this tradition and 
started this streak here at home.” 

The streak stood at 47 victories, 
fifth-best all-time in NCAA Division I- 
A. 

“When you play at home, you've 
got to play at another level and just 
make sure... | mean, this is your 
house. You don’t let somebody beat 
you at your own place,” said Kelsay. 

Even after Nebraska’s final play, an 
incomplete pass by Eric Crouch intend- 
ed for Matt Davison on fourth-and-6 from the Cornhusker 
49-yard line with 1:58 remaining, Kelsay had a faint hope. 

“T never give up,” he said. “But when you know all they 
have to do is down the ball . . . I was still going those last 
few plays, trying to find some way to get that ball out of 
there because if there’s time on the clock and they’re run- 
ning the ball, there’s still a chance you can get a fumble and 
take it back. 

“But toward the end, when all (Texas) had to do is down 
it... itjust takes the wind out of you.” 

It certainly took the wind out of the partisan crowd of 
76,434, When the Longhorns took possession after the 
incomplete pass, the fans began heading, en masse, to the 
exits. 


Mike 
BABCOCK 
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Redshirt freshman offensive lineman 
Dominic Raiola is disconsolate on the 
Cornhusker bench at the end of Texas’ 
20-16 victory over Nebraska. 


Texas capitalized on some big plays offensively while 
limiting Nebraska to one touchdown, on a 38-yard run by 
Crouch late in the third quarter. The Cornhuskers lacked 
consistency on offense and fumbled three times, losing one 
inside the Texas 10-yard line when it appeared they might 
take control. 

“We're not blaming anything,” Kelsay said. “We're a 
team here. I don’t think we played as well as we should 
have. If the offense puts up the points they did today, we 
should be able to win the game. We gave up too many 

points ourselves. It’s nothing like we're 
blaming anybody. 

“1 look right at myself. If I’m going to 
blame anybody, I'll point right at 
myself.” 

“We were getting no pressure,” said 
defensive coordinator Charlie McBride. 
And without pressure, Texas quarter- 
back Major Applewhite gave the 
Blackshirts fits through the air. 

The Cornhuskers sacked Applewhite 
three times for 22 yards in losses. 
Even so, the freshman still had too 
much time to find his swift receivers, 
according to Kelsay. 

“Our defensive backs played great,” 
he said. “You can’t expect them to 
cover back there forever. If we get the 
pressure we usually do, a lot of those 
big plays don’t happen.” 

The secondary will recover and be 
ready to go, according to senior defen- 
sive back Mike Brown, who was 

involved in 18 tackles. “We have a lot of 
character and great unity,” he said. 

Nebraska's hopes of returning to 
the Big 12 championship game for a 
third consecutive season were all but eliminated by the loss. 
Now, the Cornhuskers must position themselves for a bowl 
game. 

“You've got to dig down deep,” Kelsay said. “Now it’s 
starting to play for pride. A lot of people could fold and say 
we're not going to be able to accomplish the stuff we want- 
ed to and give up. 

“But I don’t think that’s the character around here. We're 
going to bounce back. 

“You've got to play for pride. These kind of things are 
going to happen in the real world. Football’s a big part of 
our lives, but it’s going to end. When we get out in the real 
world, we're going to have some bumps like this. And if 
you give up, you’re going to be a loser your whole life.” 


Cheer 
Louder! 


Show your good taste, and your team i % a 
spirit, with a Limited Edition Husker Kid! “eg = a ¥2 % N 

These handmade dolls are crafted in the U.S., af ae 
are 24” tall, feature real clothes, working Kg 
watches and accessories. We can personalize I r r % 

any doll, even your favorite players and one - ee 
of a kind collectibles are available. 


Meet All 11 
Husker Kids In Our 
FREE Catalog! 
Call 1-888-93DOLLS 


(1-888-933-6557) Or Check Our . a. 
Website At www.nebraskadolls.com age i 


All Cheerleaders 
(with authentic National y Limited Edition of 1000 
a $165.00 each 


Champions cheer uniform) ek ei 
- vag a Chair Sold Separately for $20.00 


1998 Official Coach's Polo 


STUFF. THE REAL STUFF. 


Real champions put on attitude before they hit the field. And Huskers Authentic has 
the real stuff that helps create that Husker championship attitude on the gridiron, 
volleyball and basketball courts, or soccer field: Coach's polos (above), jerseys, 
sideline jackets, sweats, and much more. It’s all absolutely identical to what the Huskers 


wear. So suit up with Huskers Authentic and put on attitude - the real stuff of champions. 


Just across the street, west of Memorial Stadium. 
Or call toll-free 1-800-965-8674 for a FREE official Huskers Authentic catalog. 
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©1998 Huskers Authentic ¢ 625 Stadium Drive * Store Hours: Monday-Friday 10-7, Saturday 10-5, Home Game Sundays Noon-4 ¢ Parking Available on Non-Game Saturdays 


